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The SPEAKER took the Chair at +30
p-m., and reard prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SECONDARY
SCHOOLS.

My, CHESSON (for Mr. Greea) asked the
Premier: 1, How many children have gained
scholarships enabling them to enter (a) the
Moidern School, (b) the Goldficlds High
School, since their ineeption? 2, How maay
of these children in each case have com-
pleted the full term of the scholarshipd 3,
In the cuse of the incompleted scholarships,
what is the method of appointment to fill
the vacancios? 4, What was the totul cost
to the State for the year ended the 30th
Jdnne, 1920, of—(x) Perth Modern Sechool,
{b) Goldfields High School? 5, How many
children attended cach of these establish-
ments for the whole period in question? 6,
How many scholars attended the night con-
tivuntion classes during the same period?
7, What was the total cost of thesc classest

The PREMIER replied: 1, (a) 327, (b)
21. 2, (a) 146 (108 are cowmpleting);, (b}
2 (14 ave eompleting). 3, Nil. 4, (a) Sala-
ries £6,844 0s. 8., Iuecidentals £461 19s. 104d.,
total £7,306 0s. 6d.; (b) salaries £3,692 4s.
4d., Incidentals £252 16s, 24, total £3,945
03, Gd. 35, (a)} 489; (b) 174, 6, 3.824, 7,
Salariea £7.195 8s, 114d., incidentals, £551 9s.
104., total £7,746 18s. 9d.

GUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAY
SECTIONS.

Mr. CHESSON (for Mr. Green) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Will he arrange
to have suitable notices plaecd at the ter-
minus of eneh penny tramway section in
the metropolitan ares for the information
and convenience of the travelling public?
2, 1f not, why not?
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‘The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Railways) veplied: 3, The matter i85 under
vonsideration, 2, See reply to No. 1.

QUESTIONS (2)—DIVORCE ACT.

Mr. BROWN asked the Attorney General:
Do the Government intend during this ees-
sion to amend Section 5 of the Divorce
Amendment Aect -of 19197

The ATTORNEY GENERAL
The matter is under c¢onsideration.
Mr, DUTF asked the Attorney General:
1, Is he aware of the unsatisfactory state of
affairs caused by Section 5 of the Divorce
Amendment Act passed last session¥ 2,
If so, do the Gavernment intend to amend

the Act?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The matter has been carefully eon-
sidered, but the method of dealing with the
question has uot yet been decided.

replied :

QUFSTIO\"—-SIJELP]:.R-S FOR ESPER-
ANCE.

Hon. T. WALKER nasked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many railway sleepers were
sent to t]:e port of Albany for shipment dur-
ing the six weeks prior to October 31st? 2,
How many of these slcepers wire sent to
Egperance per s, ‘‘Eucla’’f

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied. 1,
2,952 sleepers. 2, The whole of these slespers
were sent per the ss, “Eucla.’”” I may add
that I regret it was impoesible to send any
more. T shall explain to the hon. member why
it was impossible.

QUESTION —RSPERANCE WHEAT,
BONUS.
Hon. T. WALKER asked the Premier:

Is it the intention of the Government to give
the bonns on cach bushel of wheat for mar-
ket grown in the Esperance distriet for the
coming harvest on a similar basis to that*
paid on the last harvest$

The PREMIER replicd: Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE SAWMILL,

HOLYOAKE.
Water Supply Rates.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that residents of Holy-
onke Staba Sawmill are charged water rates
which do not apply to other mills? 2, Ia
he aware that a very defective water supply
is provided owing to insufficient pipes and
the fact that the pipes provided are too
small?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The rcsidents of Holyoake are charged
water rates. No separate charge is made
for water rates at other mills where this
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facility is provided, but it is estimated and
"inciuded in the rental of the houses oeeun-
pied. 2, The water supply is not considered
defective, provided it is used only for house.
hold requirements, for which it was installed.

Pollution of Water Supply.

Mr. O’LOGUHLEN agked the Minister for
Works: 1, Mas his intention been drawn to
the fact that the drainage at Holyoake from
the slaughter-house and piggeries ia pollut.
ing the supply of drinking water? 2, Has a
report becn received from the Health De.
partment? 3, loes the State Sawmills De-
partment propose to remedy this position?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
‘A complaint was received from the secretary
of the Timber Workers’ Union to this effect,
'2, At the request of the mill manager an
officer of the llealth Department inspected
the water supply, and stated that there was
ne pollution. 3, Replied to by answer to No.
Q

QUESTION—MURRAY RIVER, DUNN'S
BRIDGE.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has a departmental engineer re-
ported  on  the construction of Dunn’s
Bridge over the Murray River? 2, Will he
expedite  the report and sulsequent  con-
struction of such bridge?

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1
Reports have Deen made, but further infor
mation is required and is heing sought, 2,
When data is available no time will be
wasted in giving a decision. Funds are a
big item to be considered.

QUESTION—AGENT GENERAL, VISIT
TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

Mr. O'LOGCHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
1s it a foet that the Agent Gencral is about
to visit this State after about three yecars’
absence? 2, What will be the estimated cost
of sueh vigit? 3, Why did not the Premier
announce this decision when the London
Agency cstimates were being discnssed last
week?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Yes, 2, The
cost of the return fare for the Agent Gen-
eral, viz., £287. 3, The announcement was
made as soon as practicable,

QUESTION—WODGITL. LANDS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister: Are nay experiments being ear-
vied out to ascertain if Wodgil lands can
he pat to any usc?

. The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The farmers are encouraged to experiment
with ¢ats on these lands, and consideration
is being given to the utilisation of wodgil
lands for the production of wattle bark on
a commereinl seale.

[ASSEMBLY ]

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAY, COL.
. LEGE, SITE, ETC. . -

Mpr, GRIFFITHS asked the Honorapy
Minister:  In view of the retirement of
Mr. H. W. Potts as Principal of Hawkes-
bury College, will the. Government endeavour
to avail themsclves of his assistance and ex-
pert knowledge in eonsidering the problem
of the site for the proposed agricultural
college, its inauguration, and the lines upon
whieh it should be run?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The suggestion will receive consideration.

QUESTION—SCRUB PLAIN,
UTILISATION.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Ts it correet that the Wheat
Commissioner haa recommended the estab-
lishmeut of an experiment farm on light
land, and one castward of the present wheat
line? 2, Does the Minister intend to carry
this into cffect? 3, Is the Minister aware
that on some parts of the despised scrub
plain country moist patches have developed
upon which good erops of millet, maize,
Sudan grass, and tomatoes have heen sue-
veasfully rrised?® 4, Will he call n confer-
enee of holders of light lands and those in-
terested n their profitable wutilisation with
a view to getting the combined knowledge
bronght ta hear upon this problem?

The HONORARY MINTSTER replied: 1,
{a) Yes. (h) No. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, This
matter will he dealt with by the Whent
Cammissioncer,

RETTURN—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD,

Ingvraneer Premiumg and Cloims.

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Willinms-Narrogin)
[4.40]: T move:

That a return be laid on the Table of the
Houze showing the amounts paid in pre-
mioms for fire and hail insurances, and the
total of elaima ecollected by the Tndustries
Asgistance Board for each vear sinee its
ineeption.

This information will be of interest to fasr-
mers throughout the State who are oppressed
with very high rates for their fire and hail
insurance as well as being at the merey of an
hononrable understanding. The information
will also be of interest to my friends opposite
whose advocacy of State insuwrance has he-
hind it a large and increasing volumnp of pub-
lie opinion, and to all who feel that the publie
would weleome the establishment of 2 Gov-
ernment insurance departinent on the same
lines as that which exists in New Zealand,

Hon, W. €. Angwin: What about the
Westralian Farmers, T.td.?

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is a very good
company, and the farmers are giving it &
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lot of business, The Premier has promised
that the Government will accept the motion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) |4.42]: I do not know whether the
hon, member intends that the two amounts
shall he kept separate or that only the total
amonnt for botl forms of insurance should
be shown.

Mr. JJohmston: T want them kept separate
in order to distinguish hail from fre.

Hon. W, (!, ANGWIN: No doubt this in-
formation will be of interest to the people,
beeause it will show whether this insurance
is a profitable undertaking or not. I notice
that the Westraliann Farmers, Titd. have
opened a fre insurance agency. [ Lope with
the lion. member who moved the motion that
the return will be such as will encourage the
Government to undertake State insurance and
remove it trom private enterprise which in
many instances is robbing the public by the
premiumg which ave being charged for in-
suranee. The insurance companies all work
together; they agrec on the rates, and no
matter where one inguires, the same rates
are quoted and charged. There is no doubt
that if the insvrance business were econducted
by the State, it would be of great hencfit
to the community. Recently I saw in the
Press a reference to the accounts in connee-
tion with the Insuranee policies taken out by
the Victorian Government. The figures
showed that the people of Vietoria had bene.
fited eonsiderably, as & very large amount
had been received in bonuses on the amounts
paid by way of premiums, T hope that the
return will prove satisfactory to the hon.
member. [ feel certain that very little is
paid by way of claims for damage done by
hail and firc outside of what is paid Dby
the Commissioner of Railways,

Mr. Thomsen: He does mot pay muel.

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.44]: T have no ohjection at all to
supplying the retorn and T shall give in-
ptructions for the two amounts to be kept
separate as the hon. member desires.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Mapgnet) [4.45]. T did
not hear the arguments advanced by the
member for Williams-Narrogin in moving

the motion, but it appears that there may
be some other reason beyond the reason given
for this return.

_.hon. W. C. Angwin: Yle wants informa-
tion which will enable us to get State in-
surance established here.

My, Johnston: Tt iz for the information
of the farmers primarily.

Mr. TROY: Tt might be of assistance to a
farmers’ trading company to know who gets
the bulk of this insuranee. I know that last
year the Westralian Farmers Litd. got the
bulk of the business. If the hon. member
wants to know the total amount, T think he
will find that he ean get it if lie goes to the
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offices of the Westralian Farmers, Some con-
siderable amount was paid by the State to
the Westralian Farmers for insurance in re-
speet of farmers on the Industries Assistance
Board. T have no cbjection to that; the
Government can do their business where they
like. Neither have I any objection to farm-
ers on the Industries Assistance Board giv-
ing their preference to the Westralian Farm-
ers. However, the intervention of the Wes-
tralian Farmers in insuranee business hag
been of no advantage to the farmers of this
eonntry. The only difference has been that
another competitor las come into the busi-
ness, and that that other competitor has got
its share. The rates have not been reduced.
Now, Queensland has set an example in re-
gard to State insurance, ‘There can be neo
denying the fact that in Queensland insurance
premiums have been reduced 40 per cent.,
while at the same time the Government in-
surance department have shown a consider-
able profit on their working. T am reminded
hy the wewber for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock)
that the profit made by that department last
vear was £53,000. There are no less thaa
50 or GO insurance companies operating in
fire, life, and other bnsiness in Western Aus-
tralip. In the interests of this country the
Govermment might well step in and thereby
reduce premiums, and T am sure that the
Government insurpnce (department would still
be sunecessful, T hope the Premier will re.
gard the earrying of this motion as an inti-
mation of the desire of members of this
Tounse that the Government should enter into
the insurance business.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [4.49}: 1
do not think this motion should be allowed
to pass without an expression of views some-
what on the lines suggested by the last
speaker.

The Premicr: Had yon mnot better wait
for the information first?

Mr. LAMBERT: No. Any reasonable
man who states that he takes a serious view
of the finances of Western Australia, and
who yet has no regard for the insurange
octopus and menopoly, is absolutely insin.
ocre. Tf years ago, or even since the out-
break of war, we had tackled this very im-
portant -subjeet of insurance and made it
a (lovernment monopoly, we should undoubt-
edly not have the semblance of a deficit to-
day.

Mr, SPEAKER: T want to remind the
hon. member that the motion does not allow
the latitude of discussing the question of fire
ingurance by State or private enterprise. Tt
only asks for a return.

Mr. LAMBERT: T take it that the de-
sire for State insurance is the underlying
reason which prompted the mover. At all
events, it should have been if it was not.

Mr. SPEAKER: If that was the inten-
tion of the mover, it should have been stated
in the motion; and then hon. members could
have discnssed the matter in all its aspects.
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Alr. LAMBERT: 1 only hepe that, as
o result ot the production of the return
wihich is asked for, the Govermment will re-
cognise the absolute inadvisableness of their
coentinving to cffect insurances with private
companies. Probably the worst commereial
bushrangers existing in Australia to-day are
the insurance companies. No matter how
much one may be opposed to the nationalisa-
tion of the more subordinate commercial
allairs of the community, one must be eon-
vinved " that a concern which is collectively
used by the members of the community
should be collectively owned by the commun.
ity. The necessity tor this has been empha-
sised here ycar after year, and so has the
loss ineurred by the State in this connection.
I trust that as a result of the carrying of
this motion, the present Uovernment, or the
tiovernment who will probably succecd them,
will recognise the absolute necd of the State
at all events effecting ity own insnrances, for
a start.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—BTATE CHILDREN AND
CHARITIES ATL.LOWANCE.

Debate resumed from the 15th September
on the tollowing motion hy Mr. Munsie:—
That in the opinion of this Heuse it is
desirable that the Government showd in-
rrease the amounts payahle to institutions,
natural parents, and foster-parents to 10s.
per week.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (llon, F.
T, Broun—DBeverley) [4.33]: 1 am sorry that
the member for Hannans (AMy, Munsie) who
moved this motion is not present to-lay,
Certainly the mation covers a wide range,
including as it docs inereadges to be puyable
to institutions, natural parents, and foster
parcents, 'Fhe Govermment are determmined
at all costs to see that those who are really
in want shall net live on less than what is
necessary to provide the ovdirary commodi-
ties of life. THHowever, hecessitous cades
vury considerably. Those vases which come
before the Charities Department are con-
sidered on their merits. The department
have various bases of pavment, The largest
payments are made to foster-parents. Wher-
ever it s possible to leave the children
with the mother, the department adopt that
courge, 'The cases have to he treated on
difforent bases, as T aay, hecause in some
instanees it is found that relief is furnished
from other sources than the Btate to
mothers of families. Again, some mothers
have houses free of rent; while others have
houses in respect of whieh they pay oniy
part rent. Then there are mothers who have
ar their disposal small sums of money, with
the aid of whieh they hope eventually to
provide themselves with permanent homes
to live in. These matters are taken into
consideration, and assistanec s given
tewards the manintenanee of children in
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accordanee with the financial position of
the parents. [f we were to fix the sum
definitels al s, per child, as suggested by
the motjon, it would mean that in many
ingtances the Stute would De . providing
more thin is really neecssary for the main-
tenanee of children. T contend that the
betier course undoubtedly is to leave the
question to the Qiseretion of the depart-
ment, Wherever more than 8s. per week is
found (o be necessary, the department pro-
vide more, Where the mother is in delicate
health, or where n child is delicate, a larger
allowanee is provided. Even now the de-
partment in many cases allow more than Sg,
per child. as 8s. iz allowed for the mother
as well. 1 pointed out the other night, on
the Estimates, how the sums paid to foster-
mothers vary. The fixed amount for foster
mothers is 105 per week for a child up to
one vear of nge, 93 per week for a ehild
between one and two years of age, and 8s.
for children hetween two and 14 years. In
stine edses We pay as much as a guinca per
weelt, in others 12s. and 15s. The guinea
per week is paid in respect of dclicate
children needing a great deal of attention.
It i« cssential to provide that amounnt in
order that sueh children may receive the
necessary cave, £ the amount is definitely
fixed at 108, per week for all ehildrven, the -
expencitnre under  this head will be in-
ereased very eonsiderably. That exponditure
is alromdy lavge. The Government have to
tnke every eare that they are not imposed
upen by pebple who are not really in need .
of nesistance. There have been  instanees
of people applying to the Charities Depart-
moent for assistanee although - they already
had incomes exceeding the largest allow-
anee made by the Goverminent. (Of course
sueh eases bave been turned down. Then
there have been instances of people apply-
ing to the department for assistance when
there was nn nevessity whatever for it, be-
epuse thev were alveady being helped from
other gquarters.  Moreover, it is vecessary
that parents should realise fhe respongibility
for their children.  Unfortunately those
responsibilities are not in all cases realised.
Lot me give an instanee. Only a short time
ago o father and a mother interviewed the
hond of an institution and asked him to.
admit their childven, They were. of course,
quite willing to pay, The head of the in-
gtitution ssked why they wanted rtheir chil-
dren paced there. The answer given was
that the children were teo much trouble tor
them; that they, the pavents, frequently
went out and that the children could not be
Ieft alone. There we have an instance of
parvents secking to shirk their responsibili-
ties ro their ehildren. Thercfore I say every
cuse must he considered on its merits. In
my opinion the institutions nre now being
paid a fair rate for the sustenance of the
children they care for, beeause those institn-
tions lhayve other means of raising money

_ontside the allowanees granted by the Gov-
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vrinent. The jnstitutions ean make appeals
to the publie, and most of them are con-
dneted by the churehes, Thus they are able
to raige funds from time to time to nssist
them in caring foi the c¢hildren as they
ought to be cared for. T am not saying
anything against the institutions hecause
they are doing good work in this direction.
The department are endenvouring to place
ont as many children as pogsible, and they
dare endeavouring to get as many as they
can adopted, not only in the towns but in the
vountry qistricts as well, The amount re-
gquired for the increcuse would be consider-
ahle. TUnfortunately, ng it ig, the amount
is an increasing one from ycar to yeav. Last
vear a good dead of the increase was due to
the influenza outbreak. Unfortunately, too,
many fathers were carried away during the
peviod of that epidemic, with the result that
the mothers found themselves in u destitute
roidition and were forced to apply to the
Charities Department for assistance, The
time has arrived when we must find some
meuns whereby we ean provide funds for
the Charities Department, We shall have to
take into consideration net only-the advis-
ableness of imposing a charities tax, but T
think also a bachelor’s tax, The money su
deriveil vould he placed to the credit of o
trust fund and be used for the purposes
stuted. Quite reeently T wired to the Bast-
ern States to ascertain what their payments
were and also to see how our payments com-
pored with those of the neighbouring States.
Tn most cages [ found that our payments
are equal to those wade in the Bast, and
that in some cases they were larger than
the eapitation allowanee paid there,  In
Yictoria the weekly allowance for children
under one year i8 10s, and over that age it
is only 7s. The sum of 58, to Ta. weckly is
paid for neglected ehildren in institutions,
and 1s. for eaeh child in addition is added
for thosec who are receiving education and
10s; is allowed for reformatory children,
These figurcs are mueh lower than ours, In
South Australia 11s, is allowed for hoys and
girls under one year, and 10s. for children
between that age and 14 years. A 6s, 6d,
weekly eapitation grant is paid to the
Catheolic Boys® Reformotory, and 81, 6d. is
paid to the Salvation Army probation-
ary scheol for hboys and girls.  There
are alse Government institutions and
reformatories in Adelaide. Their cost is
high, namely, 14s. 11d. per c¢hild per
week. The payment made to the boys’® re-.
formatory school is 23s, 6d. for boys and
girls, ‘while 12s. 8d. is allowed for the
children in industrial schools.

Hon. W. O. Augwin: That is the full cost.

The COLONTAYL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The institutions here
re¢eive subscriptions.

The .COLONIAL SECRETARY: The fig-
ures I am quoting include the cost of admin-

istration. In the southern distriets of
Queensland the amount paid for children
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under one year is 10s. weekly, and lLeiween
that age and 12 years, 9s. 6d.; while from 12
to 14 years the payment is 10s. The pay-
ment made for all ebildren in the central
and the northern districts is 108, In New
South Wales 10s, iz paid weekly for boarded
cout children, and for children boarded out
with others there is a varying scale up to
10s, There is no weekly capitation grant
paid to institutions in that State, but a
amall grant in some cases is made by the
Government. With regard to the motion,
it would be advisable for the House not to
ugree to it; it would he well if the amount
were permitted to remain at between 8s. and
10s. The member for Haunans was a mem-
her of the seleet committee which inveati-
gated the administration of the Charities
Department, and in framing his motion he
no doubt had in mind the information which
was discelosed by the inquiry, and from which
he came-to the conclusion that 8s. was not
a sufficient payment. I admit that it may
not he a sufficient amount in every instance,
but [ assure the hon. member that whenever
representations are made to the department
that the amount is inadequate, and the repre-
sentations are gemnine, more ean be paid, In
sueh a case T am sure the Government will
not hesitate to inerease the payment, The
select committee or the Royal Commission,
as they afterwards heeame, have not yet
presented their final report. T de not know
how mucl longer they are going to be about
it, and T cannot say whether the House will
receive it before the elase of the session.

My, Mullany: The House will not get that
report,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: BSuch
reports are always presented to the House
after they have been prepared. At any rate,
T trost the House will not agree to the mo-
tion, and that the hon. member whoe moved
it will be content with the assuvance that 1
have given, that wherever it is necessary to
increase the amonnt the increase will be
granted,

An motion hy Mr. O'TLoghlen Acbate ad-
journed.

MOTTO.L_"—HA]LWAY FREIGHTS,
Specifie  Resolution hefore Inerease.

Debate resumed from 15th September on
the following motion by Mr. Johnston—

That iu order to retain to the Legisla-
tiva Assembly the power of controlling.
taxation, this Honae is of opinion that no
further inercase of. railway freights
should, be imposed until & schedule show-
ing the proposed increases has been laid.|
on the.Tahle of the House, and approved _
by speeifie resolution,

Mr., PICKERING (Sussex) [5.8]: Ever
since T have had the privilege of represent-
ing my constituents in this House, T have
cndeavoured to demonstrate thot the railway
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freights in foree in the State have fallen
particularly heavily on the ghoulders of the
primary producer.

Hon, W, C. Aungwin: Of course the con-
sumers do uot pay anything.

Mr. PICKERING: The burden, how-
ever, is borne by the primary producer.
Whenever he has anything 1o send to the
market a debit is always sent back for the
freight on the article he sends to market,
and o1 whatever he takes from the city
again he is made to bear a heavy burden,
Whilst we recognise that the railways must
have freights, we helieve that the voice of
the people should be heard in conneetion
with any decision to be arrived at so far
as the raising of the rates is vconcerned,
The Government control the raising of the
rates. We have had two increases in the
last few wmonths; one was made shortly
after the end of last session and it was
mide, teo, without the approval  of
the House or the members, The next
inerease took place quite recently, and again
the Houge did not have an opportunity to
express approval or otherwise. The
““West Auapralian;’’ when discussing the
question of the price to be paid for wheat,
alleged that the loss on the railway system to
the exteat of £300,000 was Jdue to the amall
freight Jevied on the commodities which the
farmers sent to market. Of course we may
be of the opinion that the loss on the rail-
ways was to o considerable extent due to the
increased wages which have had to be paid,
but whatever the cause, I feel sure I am
voieing the opinion of the growers when they
state that they are preparcd to pay their
fair share of the freighta.

Mr. Mullany: They want to be the judges.

M, PICKERING: Certainly.

Mr. Johnston: They want the House to
lhave a say.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Or pass it on to a
committee. We will not want the House
shortly. :

The Premier: That was a bad practiee,
which yonr party initiated.

Mr. PTCKERING: We recognise that the
railways must be run satisfactorily and must
be made to pay; but we think that before

increases are made, the representatives of -

the people should be given an opportunity
to express an opiwion.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: You have the Minis-
ter for Railways in your caucws now. You
ean approach him,

Mr. PICKERING.: Perhaps we shall apply
the hard word to the Minister at & later
date. We have not done so yet. When a
motion is tabled in this Chamber to the effect
that the primary producers are not to have
the market value of their commodities, the
necensity for the representatives of the pri-
mary producers having a voice in connee-
tion with any increase in freights becomes
more obviots, The moment the primary pro-
ducer gets an opportunity to clear off some
of his liabilities and to show that he does
not require to be spoon-fed—a stigma which
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is 80 frequently hurled at him—a motion is
invarighly tabled in the House to the effect
that he should not receive the fair market
value for his produce.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in anticipating
another motion which appears on the Notice
Paper?

Ar. Johnston: He is only speaking by way
of illustration.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the subject matter of
the motion Lefore the Mouse.

Mr. PICKERING: I was merely illustrn-
ting that if we are to have the just profits
which acerue to our industries takem from
us, it will not be possible for us to meet the
increased charges which are imposed in vari-
ous directions, The peoliecy of the country is
that of settling and developing the land, but
in cvery conceivable way we are putting
burdens on the primary producers which are
making their task an impossible one. There-
fore, when it is proposed to put an additional
burden on the shoulders of the primary pro-
ducers—and, we stand for not only the far-
mer, but those who are engaged in the other
primary industries as well-—we should con-
sider the effect from cvery point of view, It
has been pointed out by the member for
Williams-Narrogin that no matter how glight
the taxation may be in every other direction,
the subject must come before the House for
approval. Why should we not demand that
the proposal to increase the railway freights
should also come before the House for con-
sideration.

Hon, W. C. Angwin; Move a motion of no
confidance in the Government.

Mr. PTCKERING: In conncction with the
railway systems in other countries, and par-
ticularly in New Zealand, instead of making
the burden of freights presa on the primary
producer, the position is reversed; the utmost
18 done to relieve the pressure from that seec-
tion of the community. The policy of the
Government in Western Australia is one of
development, and we have always contended
that the railway system in Western Australia
should be conducted in such a way as to
nsgist to the utmost in that development,
recognising that by the proper development
of our hinterland we would ultimately ren-
der the railways profitable. 1f we ave going
to handicap the primary producers out of
existence by heavy imposts of all kinds, it
is futile to think that we can make the State
prosperous. It seems to me that at every
future loss in connection with the railway
sysiem, we ghall be faced with an increase in
freights. That seems to be the only aolution
of the Qifficulty which the Government can
discover. We are not in a position to advo-
cate increased direct taxation, because that
is against the policy of the Uountry party,
which is that the revenue should be got
through a revenue tariff. Unfortunately we
have nothing to do with that.

Mr. Troy: Yes, you have, because you elect
those respousible for it.
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Mr. PICKERING: The wliole of the tariff,

“of course, would go to the Commonwealth
Government, If we are out for n revenue
tariff, as opposed te the high proteetion
which we have to-day, it is not possible for
us to advocate high protection and also high
direet taxation to relieve the country of the
burdens o¢f its railway system, We would
like to see some more dofinite cvidence of
practical economy in the railway system.
We believe that the oceasions for increasing
railway freights might be considerably mini-
miged if the railways were run morc econm-
omiically. 1 do not desire to dwell upon this
subject, for it is so evident that railway in.
creages ghould have the approval of Parlia.
ment before being put into cffect. 1 strongly
support *the meotion, and T trust that on
future oeccasions for inercases in railway
freights the Premier will submit the pro-
posal to the Honse before giving effect to
it.

The PREMIER (lon, J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [58.17]: T do not know whether the
hon, member whoe moved the motion was
really serions, The last hon. member to
speak said there must be ne increase in rail-
way freights, no increase in tnxation, and
that he wants the revenue to ¢ome from a
revenue tariff,

Mr. Troy: He wants it to fall from Hea-
VL,

The PREMIER: [ de uot kmow how the
country is to e financed oun that system. [
vimnot lbelieve that the hon. member who
moved the motion was scrious,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: No, he
clectioneering.

The PREMIER: XNohody wauts inercased
rnilway freights. Certainly no railway com-
missioner ever wants to incrcase freights.

Hon, W. ', Angwin: And no Government
eier wants to inercase taxation.

The PREMIER: And nobody cver wants
to pay taxation, with or withont an inecrease.
Everybody is agreed to taxation for the
other fellow. He would be a foolish man in-
deed who wanted to pay more than is neees.
sary to earry on the government of the
conntry. It has been srid that we require
additional land taxatiou te cover portion of
the cost of running our railways. Omne could
muderstand that proposal coming from those
whe do not own land, or from those in the
jurrgh and karri country or on the gold-

was only

ficlds, or indeed from & hwmndred other diree- .

tions; but I cannot understand it coming
from the farmer. Tt has bheen seriously pro-
posed that we should impose sufficient taxa-
tion of that sort to cover the extra cost of
ranning  onr  railways, something  Hke
£804,000 per annum. If hon, members are
sorious—1 doubt whether they ean be in sup-
patting this motion—they ought at least to
make it clear to the Flousce that they have not
any confidlence in the Commissidner of Rail-
ways, or in the Government. As n matter
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of faet the Commigsioner of Railways has
control of the rnilwnys under an Act of Par-
liament

Hon, W. (. Angwin: But he has not power
to fix the rates,

The PREMIER: Yes he has, with the ap-
provat of the Government, TIf the House is
determined that there rhall be no inerease in
railway freights at any future time, then
the Honge should also determine that there
shall be no increase in wages or in the cost
of materials; for obviously we eannot go on
paying these incrcased charges unless we get
inercaseld revenune.

Mr. Jolinsten: We want the increased rail-
way freights subwitted to the House,

The PREMIER: Yes, you want to take
charge of the railways. It will be a very

bad dJday when lhon. members decide to do
that.
Mr. Johnston: We want to control the

Commiysioner.

The PREMIER: Yes, to manage the rail-
ways. [ doubt if any other member wishes
to take the responsibility of managing the
railways. T.et s cxamine this proposition,
The raitways carn something like £2,725,000
per annwin,  [f hon. members decide to apply
to the railways the system lnid Jdown in the
motion, why should it not be applied to all
other State enterprises? I hon. members
decide to go into every detail econcerning the
railway service hefore resolving upon in-
creased freights, there will he but little time
for anything clse.  lLast year the railways
lost £400,000 ond another £300,000 was lost
nn the bosiness comcerns.  This yenr it is
expected that we shall lose £3500,000. Are
hon, wmembers serious in proposing that we
shoulit make the ledger balanee and make the
trading concerns pay?

Hon. W. €, Angwin: Business undertak-
ings, not trading concevna.

The PREMTER: Hon. wmembers profess to
be anxious that these things shall be managed
properly, @l made te pay., To-day hon.
member: have an opportunity for pointing
out to me how we are to get the £500,000
which we cstimate will he lost. Let it be
¢learly onderstosddl that the general tax-
pavera fast year contributed te the cost of
ronning  the railways to the cxtent of
£400,000, T[s not that cnough?

Hon, W, €, Angwin: They are only pay-
ing the interest on that money.
The PREMTER: They

£400,000,

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: That has been taken
out of lnan, nud the general taxpayer is pay-
ing omly the interest.

The PREMIER: Ton. members wish the
House to believe that the Government are
using the railways in order to make a profit,
Even if that were se, the profit in turn would
he wsed to earry on the ordinary functions
of govermment, However, nothing of the

contriluted



1414

sort is oecurring. We are not making money
out of the railways.

Mr. Troy: Uow does the gencral taxpayer
poy that amount?

The PREMIER: The hon. member haa the
Estimates before him.  Ho will find there
every detail. They pay income tax and land
tax, dividend duties, stump duties—even when
he dies the taxpayer has to contribute some-
thing towards making up this deficieney. T
wish the Ilouse, and particularly those hon.
members who have supported the motion, to
realise that the general taxpayer last year
contributed £400,000 to cover the cost of
rming the railways. The hon, member has
saild that the first object of the railways
shoulld be levelopment, amld  therefore they
ought not to be expeeted to pay, that agri-
culturnl produee shonld be carried over them
at a low rate, That is all very fine., Agri-
cultoral prodoce is being earried over the
railways at a low rate even now; that is to
say, a low rate in relation to the cost of the
servive. For many years past it has been
the poliey of suceeeding Goveruments to so
arcange the railway freights as to press as
lightly as possible upon the primary pro-
ducers.

My, Foley: A pgood deal of it has been
done at the expense of the consumer.
~ The PREMTER: T shonld like to reduce
" the freights to-morrow, if it could be done.

The hon. member who moved the motion,
aml those who have supported it, have urged

nothing  against the inercased railway

freights.  What have they said in justifica-
tion of the motion? What is their objec-
tion?  Why should there be any change in
this method of determining the railway
freights? Ts it because we have been unfair
to this or that scction of the community?

Xot one word of that. No representative of

a farming community conld say that we have

been unfair to his distriet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: [ think you have
been 2 little unfair to the workers.

The PREMIER: There may be 3some
anomalies; there always will he anomalics
following upon auny revision of the railway
freights, but those anomalies, small in them-
sclves, van be adjusted. However, the mo-
tion deals with the system generally, and
with the mwethod of fixing railway freights,

. The public should understand the position
and realise that we arve not inereasing rail-
way freights in order that we may increase
the revenue, that we are not making a profit
of our railwnys, but that in fact we are sus-

« taining a very substantinl loss, which has
been of corresponding advantage to those
who use our railways. We are rendering
this speeinl service at less than it costs to
perfarm. On top of that, we are rendering
service to the producers at a lower rate than
to any other section of the community.

My, Johnston: We think yon shounld eon-
“gult the ¥ouse hefore inerensing railway
freights.

" . The PREMIER: As a representative of
" an agricultural distriet, T wonld he the last
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man {o ask such & thing. Nothing better can
be done than is being done. Tt would be
difficult for the bon. member to justify some
of the rates at present -imposed, for the
reason that they are too low, having been
specially fixed for the agrieculturist. The
users of the railways are now getting the
services at less than it ceste. [ do not know
how much more they want. The service ren-
dered to them is not paid for hy them, but
to & very large extent is paid for by the
general tuspayer,  Lf the hon, member will
show me how | ean get revenuc apart from
increaging freights he has £400,000 worth of
opportunity of doing so. Tf it ia to be by
an inerease in the land tax, let him aay so,
or if it is to be by an increase in the income
tax, let him sny so. I wish T had the tariff
on which to operate. We ghould never have
lost the right to do that.

Hon. W. . Aungwin: You would then
have mouey and we would not know any-
thing about it.

The PREMIER: What hon. members
wigh is that the railways should not be
made to pay, but that the loss should be
covered by colleetion from some other source.
[s it not a1 dangerous principle to advocate
in the case of the railways, which are handed
over to a Commissioner, that the Commis-
sioner iz not to worry about any loss that
may be made, since this House will be will-
ing to make it good by imposing taxation?

Mr. Johnston: Low freighta mean in-
creased business.

The PREMIER: Is it not a dangerous
prineiple to advocate? Vill hon. members
say that such a system of management would
not result in incompeteney andl inefficieney?
He knows quite well that it wonld. Tf these
convernd are to he run to the advantage of
the people of the State, they must be run
mder good business management, and must
at least be made to mect the expenditure.
The earnings ought to be able to pay the
working costs and interest and sinking fund,
To faer any other propesition would be a
dangerous thing,

Mr. Lambert: 1t would perhaps be a
good idea. It would show the country to
what extent the Country party are prepared
to go in robbing the general tazpayer.

The PREMTER: I do not agree with that.

Mr. Lambert: You are hinting at it pretty
strongly. ,

The PREMIER: I only said they were
misguided, which is quite a different thing.

Mr. Lambert: 7T also mean that they are
misguided.

The PREMTER: The interests of the man
who is producing are, after all, the most im-
portant so far as those interests need to be
looked after. I cannot say that we shall
not have increased freights. I cannot con-
trol the cost of supplies, the cost of coal, or
the rates of wapes that have to be paid. I
believe there is a sufficiently good manage-
ment of omr railways already. They have
always Dbeen well managed; indeed the best
managed of any railways in Awstralia. The
people have heen served by the railways s
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no other people in  Australin lave been
- served, Everything that can be dong for the
convenience aml comfort of the people, par-
_tieularly those u the outbaek districts, has
“been done. Al sorts of conveniences are
provided, sometines in only small centres. Tt
i3 an unpleasant thing to have to pay for
services rendered more than they are eon-

" gidered to e worth, but the people who eon-’

sider the services rendered by the Railway
. Department not to he worth what they are
paying for them are very much mistaken.

Mr. Foley: We all want to he judges of
. what the serviees are worth.

The PREMIER: XNo one wants to pay. It
would he foolish if the House set out to
manage the raitways, Tt woeuld be wrong to
~ pass the motion. TF the railways are to be

run as o business concern let them be run as

such, nnd if they arc to he yun by the House
as a purely politicad machine, let us say so
. and have them rin that way, The House
shoulil reject the wotion. T have pointed
out the danger of the proposal. Tt contains
an indieation that the railways are to he
controlled, at aoy rate as to the amount to
be charged by way of freight aad faves, en-
tirely in the intevests of omo or two sections
of the community. So far as the paywments
out are coneerned, the Commissioner is to have

8]l the responsibility and trouble. [t is evi-
. dently intended that the Commissioner is to
"pay ont just what the Arbitration Court

says, anl to live no say as to the jayments

in, £ | thought our railways had not been
run as developmental vadertakings T should
.. be disappointed.

~ Hon, W, ", Anpgwin: That applics to the
- new railways,

The PREMIER: They are nearly all new
railways, for most of them are not 10 years
old. They are developmental works, and to
that cxtent the public have paid and are
paying for them. We have lost very little
on our spur lines, 1£ it had not been for the

© traffic brought to the system generally by
these spur lines we should have lost three
times as mueh as we have.

Hon, W. O, Angwin: We have heard that
befove.

The PREMIER: Tt is n
produce proof of this,

fact, T conld

Mr. Foley: Yon wounld he the first Pre-
mier who ever offered to o it.
TMon. W, (. Angwin: No one will give sce-
* tional rveturns,
’ The TREMIER: The railway system is
, tevelopmental and the extensiona will also be
developmental. The member for Kanowna
~ {Hon. T. Walker} wauts a developmental
_ rallway now in the Esperance iistriet. Tf
tho Mouse is te control the amounts to be
charped by way of freights and fares, we
shall have to refuse to build this railway,
. Mr. Jolmston: The Mouse has authorised
. its construction.
<« The PREMIER: Tf the wotion were
Lo earvied, T wonld ask the House to reseind the
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passing of the REsperance Railway Act and
romne other railway Aets, too,

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Will the passing of
this motion prevent you from introduecing
any other railway Rills this scssion?

The PREMIER: Yes.

llon, W, €. Angwin; Then we will carry
it.

The PREMIER: If the Tlouse earvies it,
| eannot objeet, but 1 am telling the member
for NWanowna what the affeet on  the
Egperamee eailway will e, Members eannot
feel it is wise that they should have the
management of the railways placed in their
own hands. The position does not justify it.

Me, TROY (Mt Magnet) {5.34]: The mo-
tion does not propose that the management
of the railways shonkd be taken out of the
hands of the Conunissioner,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: 1t is just as good as
that.’

The Promicer: [t means nothing else.

Mr. TROY; The motion proposcs that Par-
lidment should have an epportunity to dis-
cuss the railwny rates.

MHon. W, C. Angwin: It always has had.

Mr, TROY: After the vvent has oveurred.

Mr. Jobmston: Increnses were imposed a
fow days after Parliament oiljourned.

The Premicr: Why lid  Paeliameat ad-
journ?

My, Johnston: Yon know,

Mr. I"ROY: °‘The Commissioner for Radl-

ways was well aware that the railway rates
were to bhe increased last December, but
waited until the House adjoumed before
taking that step.  No member of Parliament
had a voice in the matter. .\ few weeks ago,
during the time the Ilonse was sitting, the
rates were ngain raised.

The Mintster for Works: They had te be,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.j

Mr, TROY: Parliament should have a
voice in the adwinistration of the comntry.
Parlinment is asked to support Glovernments,
and yet members have no veiee in the ad-
ministration or in the manner in which the
administration of the country is carried out.
Tt is a mere peetence for any member of
Parlinment to go to the country and nssure
his electors that if returned he will carry
out thig, that, or the other promise in their
interests, Wo are under n Cabinet Govern-
ment, where Ministers hold office by virtue
of their supporters whe ave cleeted te hack
up their pelicy.  We ean Jdo uothing.,  1nless
members ave wntroe to their principles they
cannot desert the Government if they are
returncd to support them, The Government
inerease  rnilway  rates -and  inerease  the
charges, without members heing able to o
anything. Ministers know that mewbery are
helpless, aml look upon them as lelpless
erentures, '
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The Ministers for Works: That is hardly
0.
Mr, TROY: Aembers have no voice at all
in the matter. If they had, the Goverument
would consult them. 'The Government would
say, **We propose to inercasc the rates and
we are gquite willing to listen to suggestions
from you.'' The Government shonld ask the
House to suggest a means of raising the rev-
enue when that is deemed to be necessary,
Members rre taunted with the statement that
they de not like taxation, and that whilst
they are quite prepared to sec the burdens
upon the people increased, they will not help
the Governwment to devise a2 means by which
the loss e¢an be met. MMetnbers have ne op-
portunity of doing se. Owing to the system
under which Ministers ean treat their follow-
ers very largely with contempt they are
never given an opportunity. Government
supporters are in the hands of Cabinct, the
members of- whiech do their work secretly.
Members are never econsulted by Ministers.
This motion is nccessary, Tf there is one
thing that presses more heavily on the people
than another, it is the increase of railway
charges and freightas and fares. The position
of the people in the back country is bad
enough, The purchasing power of the sove-
reign is as 108, to-day comparved with £1
Lefore the war,  Before the peoplo . in the
Lavk country can secure the commodities they
regquire, these have to pass through perhaps
half u dozen hands, and every time they
rhange hands someone inakes n profit out of
them. We e see by that how much it costs
the people hefore they actunlly receive the
commoditics they require.

Hon, W. . Angwin: According to this
they do not pay anvthiag. Tt is the producer
who pave, ’

Mr. TROY: The people in the hack eoun-
tey are heavily burdened with the inereased
cost of commodities. The tariff, which has
recently heen brought inte operation by the
Federal Government, hins algo inereased the
cost of living. The people are paying n
heavy tax by way of indirect charges. Mem-
bers may say that those on this side of the
House are pnilty of that impost. Tt is time
to. place this eharge on the proper shoulders.
The present Federnl Government do not re-
present members on this side of the House,
neither do they represent onr policy, nor our
novement, nor our pringiples.  The railway
hordens upon the people have been a great
handieap in the developent of thie hack
comntry.  That ought te be borne in mind.
T a new country sweh as this, the rilways
canmot he expeeted to he profit earning, sueh
as thev are in (reat Britain, Ameriea, and
Furope,  They are aidg to development.  This
State must have its water sapplies, for in-

stance. az an aid  to  development.  To-
day Western  Australin s crecting State
hatteries in the same way, us an aid to

development, The T.AB,, the Agricultural
Bank and a thousand other achemes are alt
provided as aids to development, " When
these institutions fail to pay their way, the
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Goverinment have recourse to  taxation.
They have an income tax, a stamp tax, a
tand tax, a dividend tax, a totalisator tax,
and many other forms of taxation by which
they ean recoup the loss in the administra-
tion of these institutions. It is unfair to
gay that any one section of the citizens
should make up the loss on the railways of
the State beeause the men who use the
railways pay the same taxation as do other
members of the community. Tt is unfair te
siy that the loss on the railways, whick is
made in the interests of the general com-
munity of the State should be paid by the
users, for the rest of the community receive
us mueh advantage from the railways as
do the users.

Ion. W, C. Angwin: It is ridiculous to
suy that they get the same advautage,

Mr. TROY: Take away the railways of
the State and the whole country dwindlea.

Hon, W, (. Angwin;: Supposing we close
dewn the country, where are they?

Mr. TROY: Closc down the railways and
where iy the port of Fremantle?

Hon., W. C. Angwin: Where was it be-
forc the railways were bnilt?

Mr. TROY: The railways are jJust as
noeccssary for the country as the port of
Fremontle is necessury for the country.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Quite so,

Mr, TROY: Seeing that the railway
poliey is onc to aid develepment, and that
miles of railways are pushed out into the
country not as n business proposition bat
tfo promote the interests of the State, is it
just to aay that the people using the ruil-
ways shall pay the whole of the cost? There
are a thonsand and one facilities provided
in the ¢ity which do not pay and through-
out the country therve are facilities which
do not pay. Do the law courts pay?

The Attorney General: Yes,

Mr. TROY: [ say that they do uot pay.

The Attorney General: The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about.
The law couris are revenue producing, -

Mr. TROY : Docs our education systom
pay? Do all our serviees return an amount
adequate for the services rendered? Of
cowrse they do not.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is no compari-
son. :

Mr. TROY: Yet we are asking that the
greatest developmental institution of the
country shall bhe paid for by the people im
the country. What is wrong with our rail-
woy system? We have too many miles of
railway and tou small a population. That
is generally admitted.  Although the Gov-
criment ave aware, and although the gen-
vral public know, that that is so, yet thoy
tallk about the people in  the couatry
shonldeving the hurden of the cost of the
riilway  avsten.  Despite this fact, mem-
bera arc iunclincd fo help the Goverament
to build more railways. it is suggested that
we should start upon i poliey of railway
construction that could not show a - profit
for a decade nt least. The people in the
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country will be asked to pay the loss on
these new railways. Personally T de not
think the country as a whole will support
that pelicy. There should be means, and 1
suggest to the members of the Country
party that they should give consideration
to this nspeet, of recouping some of this
Joss, and one way 1 would suggest wondd be
by a land tax. Under this method the ecoun-
try can be forced into use and the big mer-
chant class in the city can be made to pay
their  share, C‘aunnot the Government of
this country, unless they unre absolutely
helpless, produce some scheme by which the
merchants, the insurance companies, wnl
others who are prominent in the comnunity,
can be made to puy their share towards the
taxation of the country?

The Attorney (ieneral:
. that thex pay nothing?

AMr, TROY: | soggest that they pass on
their taxation. 1 snggest that the customs
tax is passed on, or at least the greater
portion of it. The importer does not pay
it. I sngpest that the merchant does not
pay the exeise duty,  All these costa are
pessed on,

*Mr. Johnston: With an extra profit,

AMr. TROY: And that pertion of the com-
muanity which takes the risk in the develop-
ment of this vountry is called uper to sup-
port the whole burden, and that section
which takes very little risk escapes more
lightly. :

Tlon, W, C. Angwin: Do these people take
the risk in the interests of themselves, or in
the interests of the State! Answer me that
question,

Mr. TROY: T will not.

Houw. W. €. Angwin: Of course yon will
not.

Mr, ''ROY: No one takes risks altogether
in their own interest, but onc takes a rigsk
in a country which is in the interests of
the country ns well. Partieularly ig this
g0 in-the pionecring stnges. The work that
the farmer does ia undonbtedly useful to
himsclf but it i3 work which is of greater
gdvantage to the State. Those merchanty
who take his goods und make their profits
on them are not of the same serviee to the
country as the man on the land. The ‘*Weat
Agstralian’’ thiz morning criticises fhe
Government for their habit of inereasing
railway rates. The present Government fol-
low the line of least registance. Immedi-
gtely o rise in waoges is pranted, there is
only onc policy whieh suggests itself to the
Government and accordingly railway rates
are raised.

The Miniater for Works: The money must
come from somewhere.

Mr, TROY: Take the ease in Queensland.
During the last Federal elcctions the news-
papers in Weatern Australin made mueh ado
about the Joss on the Qucensland railway
gystem. [t was pointed out by the Queens-
land Tabour party that they knew that the
Yoss oceurred bnt that Mr. Justice Cawley

Do you suggest
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had granted increased wages to the railway
emplovees in the Arbitration Court. The
Queenstand  Government eoulid easily have
pasded the burden on to the people who used
the railways, as was done by the Government
in Western Aunstralia, '"The Queensland Gov-
ernment lid not do so hut adopted the policy
which we are led to believe made the (ov-
crnment so  mnpopular with  the financial
people in London. The Govermment raised
the rents of the big pastoralists who were in
a position to puy more for the services they
reeeived from the conmtry. That is the whole
erux of the complaint against Mr, Theodore
and his Coverdment,

My, Teesdale: Tt was easy but it was not
neeessarily fair,

Mr. TROY: H was fair. These pastoral-
ists had not had any inercased rent to pay
for 20 years, despite the fact that the value
of their land had incrensed enormously, The
pastoralists in this State 4l not obhject to
the inereased rent imposed upon them be-
cauge they seenrcd an extended term of lease.
Tn Queensland no such extension was granted,
but that docs not affect the position that
the increased charges for rent were made, Tf
it was uot dishonest here to pursne such a
course, it was not dishonest in Queensland.

Mr. Davies: They inereased the freights
in New South Wales.

My, TROY: T am sure that the New South
Wales Government will not raise the railway
rates anid freights on every possible ocen-
sion, a8 is the ease in Western Auatralia. The
‘fWest Australian’’ in its ecriticism of the
Government, shows  that the 1920 award
caused an incrcase in the wages amounting
to £226,000. Tn order to mect that inerensed
cost the (Government have raised the rates to
provide revenue amounting to £337,000. This
represents over £100,000 in excess of the
amount paid in wages to the railway em-
ployees. That is a policy which [ absolutely
confleinn. T do not think that the Govern-
meut are altogether aeting against the in-
terests of the country, but [ ask Ministers
if there is no other way to meet this cxtra
charge.

The Attorney General:
one?

AMr. TROY: T suggest the land tax. Take
the returus furnished by the Commissioner
of Faxation, whose report was presented to
members last night. It shows that the rev-
caue  seeured from  land  tax  in 1916-17
amounted  to  £42,000. T 191T-IR it
amounted to £63,000; in 1918-19 to £34,000;
amd last year to £42,000.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Unless we amewl the
Iaw amd make them pay, that sngpestion will
not affeet the position,

Mr, TROY: We enu casily do that hy in-
cieasing  the  amount. .

Ton. W, C. Angwin: At the present time
they pay whichever is the bigger; the land
1ax or the income tax. Parliament wonld not
alter the law when thiey-had the opportunity.

Can vou suggoest
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Mr. TROY: Parlinment ean do anything
and T supggest that we should take this mat-
ter i hand, | have sutficient respect for the
intelligenee of the farmers’ representatives
in Parlimnent to believe that they know what
is right. | believe they knew that it was
right to jmpose such n tax as I propose, but
it was turned down beeause the heads of
their organisation had big vested intercsts.

My, Thomson: They had a certain amount
of common sense.

Mr. TROY: Porhaps that is so. The hon.
member himself supported the land tax when
his party supported it last year.

Mr. Thomson: D¢ I understand that the
hon. wmember says that T supported the land
tax; if so, T request n withdrawal of that
statement.

Mr, TROY: The hon, member has no busi-
ness interrupting my speech.

The DEPUTY SPEAXER: The member
for Katanning ean only rise to a point of
order.

Mr. Thomson: T rise to a point of order.
T undevstand that the hon. member stated
that T sopported the land tax last year, and
he was disappointed becanse my party Hd
not support it.

Mr. TROY: Tou really necd not bother
ahout that; there is no point of ovder therc,

The DNENIUTY SPRAKER: There is no
point of order in that,

Mr, Thomson: | ask thot the hon. member
withdraw his statement because it is not
correet,

Mr. TROY: 1 will not withdraw. ,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Katauning ean at a later stage refute
the statement made by the member for
Mount Magnet.

My, Thomson: If 2 inember makes a state-
nment which is nntrae, surely [ have the right
tn request a withdeawal?

Mr, TROY: Tu orvder to satisfy him, ask
the member to state his poiut of order.

Mr. Thomson: The hon, member made a
staterment which is ineorrect amd T request
that he withdraw it.

Hon. T. Walker: Tt was not personal,

My, Thomson: Tt reflects upon me.

The DEPTUTY SPEARKER: T cannot take
that point of order.

AMr, TROY: Of cowmrse youn cannof,

* My, Thomson: | think that T should

The DEPUTY SPEAKRER: T have rnled
that the member for Mt. Magnet can pro-
cerd Doenuse he sadd that what he stated
was not in effert what is eomplnined of,

Mr. Themson: The hon. member did aay
it: he admitted it.

The DREPTITY SPEAKER: T have called
npon the member for dt. Magnet to proceed.
T the member for Katanning wishes to dis-
pute my ruling, he must adopt the proper
eourse.

Mr. TROY: T rvegret the intervention hy
the hon. member, but if you, 8ir, accepted
points of order of that character, they wonld
be taken on every disenssion, The hon, mem-
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ber (il not know to what peint of order he
had risen.

Me, Themson:
correet,

Mr, TROY: The hon. member has the op-
pertunity to say that, but it does not involve
o point of order. I have not said that the
hon. member was a scoundrel or a liar, and
1 have not reflected upon him personally.
L have merely mode a statement which he
can aceept or deny.

Hon, W. (. Angwin:
party.

AMr. TROY: Yes, and its policy. I would
not be guilty of refleeting on the hon. mem-
ber. [ am satsified that quite a nomber of
members of the Country party would be
agreenble to the land tax, hecause the amount
to be paid by the farmer would be infini-
tesimal in eomparison with the amount which
wonld be paid by the valuable land in the
cities, towns, and seaports, but particularly
in the city. T object to being unfairly bur-
dened under a system of taxation which in
my opinion, i3 not equitable, My constitu-
ents, for instance, are asked to pay heavy
and burdengome railway rates. The mining
industry is sadly embarrassed in econse-
quenee.

Mr, Teesdale: You de not eall the super-
phosphute and wheat rates burdensome.

Mr. TROY: I have not mentioned those
rates, but T do not ask for such concessions,
I have pointed out in this House on many
oceasions that no one has a right to expest
concossions over and above what is meted out
to the rest of the ecommunity for the sam
serviee, .

Mr, Teesdale: Hear, bhear!?

Mr. TROY: Tt is most unfair to impose
upon the people who are developing the back
country, people who are of such importance
to the country in that they are rendering
service to the State over and above that of
other people—

Hon, W, €. Angwin: T do not agree with
you.

Me., TROY: Tn my opinion one man af
Marble Bar is worth ten men in Perth,

My, Teesdale: But they would be at Marble
Bar at their ovm free will,

Your statement wap in-

Dealing with his

Mr. TROY: That is not the point; somse -
are there from choice, but some are not. T -
know dozens who would not be there if they

could get away.  There are dozens who, if
they eonld wonld leave such areas immedi-
ately heeanse all the advantages of climate,
cducation, and the conditions of livelihood
and of social life are here in Perth. The
people in these onthack areas have to put

-

up with had eclimate, bad housing, the dis- -

advantage of heing miles away from medical
and other facilities, and the drawback of
being far removed from opportunities for
socinl enjoyment. Sueh people arc not there
hecanse they like it; a few may be, but very
few indeell. They go to these places because

the necesaities of the State demand it, and .
this country ecamnot progress unless our men -
and women push out and econquer these parta. -
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Ig it fair, therefore, because they settle in
these parts, that we, through one of the aids to
the developwent ot the State, n system which
has never heen built up on business lines or
conducted on husiness lives or considerad
from a Dusiness standpoint, should ask them
to carry the whole of the burden?

Hlon. W, (. Aungwin: They do not earry
the whole of the burden,

My, TROY; Then who hears it?

Hon, W, C. Anpgwin: 1| have to pay on
what | consume,

Me, Davies: The consumers of the country
bear it.

Mr, TROY: The vonsumers of the gold-
fields bear their part. The farmers are con-
sumers equally with the people of the city
areas, but everything nceded by the people
on the goldfields for daily requirements has
to be ecarvied over the railways.

The Attorncy General: The farmers pro-
duce most of their own foodstuffs.

Mr. TROY: I am speaking partienlarly of
the people on the goldfields.  Ther might
grow a little wheat which is as dear in the
place where it is grown as is wheat in Perth,
beenuse the local market is regulated by the
metropolitan market. All other commodities,
however, are carried over the railways, and
it is not fair to penalisc these outback people
as the Government have done in the last fow
years, by increasing the railway rates. T
suggest as a remedy that the Goverument
should increase the income tux on incomes
over and ahove a certain amount, and com-
pel the people wha have made big money
—the city merchants and the importing ele-
ments—to pay more towards the revenue of
the country. TIf there is one class of eitizens
who take fewer risks than others, it econ-
gists of those whom T have mentioned, The
producer hias to take the risks of the season.
This year the producer thought he was in
for a very fine season, but in one month his
hopes collapsed. TIn some districts the sea-
son will be an average one; in other parts
it will be disappointing. In the goldfields
areas, too, there are great risks. T admit
that the pastoralists have to aeeept risks, hat
T am not referring partieularly to them be-
eause they have done well during recent
years. The people on the goldfields who take
all the risks which must be taken in a coun-
try of this kind should be considered. It is
dve to them that the Government should ex-
*tend some consideration to them. Surely the
Government can rrise whatever revenue is
necessary withont penalising the cssential
elements of the country, its best citizens, by
embarking on a policy of increasing railway
charges, which will make living for them pro-
hihitive.

The Minister for Works:
the incrcase come if
where it is made? i

Mr, TROY: TIf the railways were con-
Jueted a3 a Dbusiness proposition, I would
agree with the Minister.

The Minister for Worka: Then you tax the
general public through the railways.

Whenee shonld
not from the place
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- My, TROY: The railways nrve not a husi-
ness proposition; it was never intended by
Parliament or the eountry that the railways
should pay as a business concern.

Mr, Davies: No nationalised industry is
intended to so pay.

Mr. TROY: The railways are part of a
acheme to develop the comntry,  The gold-
ficlds water supply scheme may be similarly
regarded, aml also the trans-Awstenlion rmil-
way.

The Minister for Works: Do you wmean
that that railway shoukd not pay its way?

AMr. TROY: It does not pay its way, and
if the Commonwealth CGovernment insisted
upon it paying its way, we wonld raise oh-
jections immediately, The lighthouses do
not pay their way; there arve dozens of Gov.
ernment services which do not pay. [f we
in this sparsely populated State were re-
quived to pax for the Commonweanlth ser-
vices which we enjoy we would very soon
objeet, and object strongly, We do not pay
for the jostal service, thowgh the Common-
wealth have recently made an offort to make
the revenue meet the expenditure.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: They are making
a profit.

Mr., TROY: But the Commonwealth have
cut out serviees in variovs places, and have
given a monthly service where formerly a
weekly serviee was provided. The inereased
cost to the produeer for railway freight on
the wheat he semds to  market is not very
rerious, but to the people who depend upon
the railways to convey to them all their
daily requirements, the inereaged charges are
heavy indeed.

Mr. Davies: They nve as eheap here as in
any part of the world.

My, TROY: That may be so.

Mr, Davies:  We must have some stand-
ard.

Mr. TROY: T would be glad to have the
figures from the hon, wmember. Freights here
might be cheaper than in Great Britain, but
T Dbelieve T could prove that waged are
higher in Creat Britain than in Western
tralia.

My, Davies: T have heard that statemen
many times, but T do not believe it. :

Mr. TROY: Tt must not be forgotten that
the railwaya in Great Britain are a commer-
cial proposition. Great Britain is not 2
country in process of development as this is.
It is a thickly populated manufacturing
conutry where the railways ave ron as a com-
mercial concern and shonld pay. Tf West-
ern Australia were in the same cstablished
position, we shoulll he able to make our rail-
ways pay. .

My, Davies: According to n statement
by the Board of Trade the railways in Great
Britain are not paying, )

Mr. TROY: We find that the Gevern-
ment did not stop at inereasing the freights
to meet the inereased wages hill. Theéy have
gone further, They have made provision to
collect £100,000 per mindm over and above
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the inerense in the wages paid. The Gov-
criment are taking the epportunity to make
the increased wages an exeuse to imposo
torther burdens on the community.

Mr. Thomson: Where would it eome from
otherwise?

Mr, Johuston: Tt comes entirely from the
men who usge the rajlways.

Mr. TROY: The Premier has snidl that the
people who wse the railways should pay the
increased cost for running them, due to the
heavier wiges bill; but the Govermment have
gone beyond  that,  They have inercased
freights and fares to an extent that will re-
turn them not ouly an amount representing
the jurrease in wages, but an  additionad
£100,000.

The Attorucy General: What would you
dn with the defieit increasing from year to
voar?

Mr. FROY:  The Attorney General's
constituents in  West DPerth could well pay
their quota.

The Attorney Genernl:

M, TROY:
ingome tax.

The Minister for Works: You wounld find
is difficult to name anyome who does not.

Mr. TROY: T do not propose to follow
that phase,

The Minister for Works interjeeted.

Mr. TROY: The Minister shonld not be
so tender. | cannot follow the Minister’s
assertions.

Mr. Thomsen :
little while ago.

Mr. TROY: The hon.
he vary sore about thaf.

The DEFPUTY SPEAKER:
hon, members to kesp order.

Mr. TROY: In conclusion [ again offer
my strongest objeelion to the Government
making the people in the back country, the
people who are developing the State, re-
spongible for the whole of the burden of the
ineteased wages and administration in the
Railway Department. Iurther, I object to
the Government making the inerease in
wages an excuse for putting additional bur-
dons on the people in order fo increase the
revenue of the State, Thero are other means
by which revenue c¢an be raised. I have sug-
gested other means, and if the Government
have the courage to do so they may adopt
the programme which T have marked out
for them.

They do.
They do not pay sufficient

You made an asgertion a
member scoms to

I must ask

Sitting suspended from 6.75 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fro-
mantle} [7.32]: I agreo with the Premier
that this motion is a ridiculous ome. If it
were carricd by tho House, it could not be
given effcet to, At times certain impositions
are placed on the Government in regard to
State concerns such as the railways, and it
may happen that the Government cannot
possibly wait until Parliament has had an
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opportunity of discussing whether charges
shall be increased or not. This Parliament
has almost reachel its end, but there are
certain members of it whe have no confi-
dence in the Government. While they have
not tho cowrage ta move straight out ‘“That
the tovernment no longer possess the confl-
denee of the House,'' they desire that every
matter of udministration should be placed
before themw prior to any decision being ar-
rived at. As regards the Railway Depart-
ment, the Arbitration Comrt a few weeks ago
granted to the employees an all round in-
crease of 2s. 4d. per day. Therc has also
been an inerease, | understand, in the priee
of eonl; and thus it devolved upon the Gov-
ernment to endeavour as early as possible
to make some arrangement cuabling the State
to raise the money required to meet the in-
ereased charges placed ou the Railway De-
partment.  The party to which the mover of
the motion helonga have said definitely and
clearly that the Government must not impose
a land tax in order to get revemue. That,
they say, would he contrary to the best in-
tercats of the State. As the Premier stated,
some members and also a number of clectors
recognise that a certain portion of the taxa-
tion which is raised should go towards pay-
ing interest and sinking fund on our rail-
ways. Buet the Country party say, ‘‘Get the
revenue where you like, but do not touch the
land.’”” T do not know what position the
Minister for Mines finds himsclf in. His
party bave told him that he must not im-
pose & land tax; and his Parliamentary col-
leagues in the Country party tell him that
he must not raise railway freights to get in-
creascd revenue. The Premier has pointed
out that last year the gencral taxpayer did
pay a certain amount towards the cost of
running our railways, an amount of approxi-
mately £430,000. We are all aware that the
general taxpayer is meeting the interest on
the £430,000, but he has not yet actually
paid the £430,000, ard no doubt it forms part
of the deficit., The deficit being funded, the
taxpayer has to pay interest on that money.
Thus the general community are cortributing
apart from the revenue earned by the Rail-
way Department, towards the cost of run-
ning the railways. Now, we are told that it
is only the farmers who pay the increased
railway rates. The faet is that every man,
woman, and child in Western Australia is to-
day contributing a portion of the increased,
taxation represented by the higher railway
rates.

Mr. Johpston: But the increase is paid
mainly by the people living intand.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The prices for
which commoditics are sold in Perth are -not
the prices which thosc commaodities would
realise at, aay, Narrogin. There is an in-
erease at Narrogin on the Perth prices by
reagon of the additional eost of conveying
the commodities to Narrogin. Every person
has to pay the incrensed railway rates ac-
cording to the commeodities which he con-
sumes. It is true that some people suffor
more than others, by reasom of the formar
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being further from the place of origin of
the commodities. The residents of Cue, for
example, have to bring their commodities
over au congiderable distanee, as ecompared
with the residents of Perth; and conse-
quently the residents of Cut pay wore largely
towards the increased taxation represented
by the higher railway rates. But the dJifii-
culty ean be got over, to a certain cxtent, by
adopting  the zone system, That w)ﬂt('m
would remove a fair proportion of the in-
creased taxation as regards outback people.
But, we mnat zet out of our heads the idea
that the farmer pays the whole of the in-
ercase in railway rates because, as the mem-
*ber for Suasex (Mr, Pickering) stated, when
the farmer sends produce_to the Perth mar-
ket the agent who sclls them bills him with
the railway charges. At times the farmer
may have to pay the railway charges; but,
generally speaking, his conmuodity brings
more in Perth than in, say, Bussclfon.

Mr. Pickering:  You do not suggest that
the farmer should grow only for his own

town, do yom?
Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: No; but the
farmer as A rule, save in very exeeptional

civeumatances, as when there is a glotted
market, does not pay the railway rates, They
are puid in the shape of the incremsed price
he receives for his products when delivercd.

Mr. Pickering: That argument does not
hold good.
Hon, W. C, ANGWTIN: Thus every per-

son contributes towards the incrensed taxa-
tion represented by the higher railway
charges. T am rather surprised that a me-
tion of this kind aheuld emanate from the
member for Willinms-Narrogin  (Mr, John-
aton). No party find themselves in a bhetter
pogition to-day to bring pressure to bear on
the Government than do the party to which
that hen. member belongs. They can hold a
caucus meeting to deal with the matter, and
¢an bring in Mr. Monger and other gentle-
men from outsile to put pressure on the
Governmeut, Agnin, ther have the Minister
far Railways.

Mr, Underwood:
ister here.

Hon. W. (., ANGWIN: Yes, and
Hanarary Minister in the Upper House.

The Minister for Alines:
onial Secretary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Yes, and the Col-
onial Seerctary. That is four, a majority.
One member of the Country party has said
that the party have not put pressore on the
Minister for Railways yet; and the hon.
member emphasised the ‘‘yet.’’ However,
the Country party have the power, if they
desire to excreise it, to force the Mnustry
to carry out the desire of that party. The
motion says—

That in order to retain to the Legisla-
tive Asscibly the power of controlling
taxation— ) oo .

Railway rates have not previoualy heen
termed taxation. They roprcsent prnmmit
for; dervices rendered.- . ¢ .

And the Tonorary Min-

the

And the Col-
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this House is of opinion that no further
increase of railway freights should be im-
- posed untii a schedule showing the pro-
posed inerease has been laid on the Table
of this llouse, amd approved by specific
resolution,
The member for Mt, Magnet (Mr. Troy) has
stated that so long as we bhave our present
system of govermment, it is nacless for mem-
bers to raise any objection as vegards in-
creaged railway rates, lle considers that
members have uo voice whatever in the
matter.  But under our present systein of
government the majority of members ap-
point the Ministry as their directors, so 'to
speak, for the time being.

My, Johnston: No. The Premier appoints
the Minigters.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: But the wajority
of mefubers appoint the Premier, and he is
responaible te them for his actions,  Thus
the majority of the Housc control the policy
of the Ministry, und if the majorify are
uot satisfied with their Qireetors for the
time being, let them get other directors. Let
them get rid of the present direetars by a
straight-out motion of want of confidence.

The Mivister for Mines: And what woulil
you do then for the purpose of meecting the
financial position?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T do not know.
Howegver, the motion is before us. By this
motion the Country party declare that the
iovernment cvonsists of men who are not fit
to fix railway rates in this State,

No. We think this motion
the drastic  remedy  that

Mr. .Johnston:
is better than
would suit you.

fTon, W, €, ANGWIN: 1 do not know
that it would suit me. T would like to sce
railway rtates lower if possible, hut until

there are other means of raising rvevenue,
Lhow ean the Government lower railway
rates! However, the member for Willinms-

Xarrogin by this motion virtnally nsserts
that Hle members of the present Ministry
are not fit te aet as directors for this Parlia-
ment.

Mr, Johnston: You arc quite wrong there.

Hotr. W. C. ANGWIN: What else can the
motion mean? Tt says definitely that no in-
ereasea ghall be made in railway rates antil
those increases have been lzid on the Table
here and bave heen approved by this House,
Tt means that Ministers have not the brains
to enable them to come to a conclusion as
to whether railway ratos s‘houlﬂ be increasel
oy -not.

Mr. ]ulmstnn \\c do not want it dom‘ in
an auntocratic manner, ©

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: There
antocrats  so  far as ‘Western
is ‘doneerngd.  Ministers, aré  respensible .
to’ members buat not “in ‘regard to  de”-
tails. Tf we are going to  administer
by "Parligdront, 'why need we have a Gov-
ernment.  We ean all he Ministers, The *

are no
Australia
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mutjon is poe that should not have the econ-
gideratipn of members for any length of
time. It i§ a ridiculous, metion that no
ITouse under our present system of govern-
ment shouwld agree to. Of course, we could
change the system of government,

Mr. Johuston: Tmprove it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It will not be im-
proved in the manner suggested by the wno-
tion. There must be an excuse, Suppose
the inercase of wapges had taken place im-
moediately the Honge had adjourned and the
Government kept on running the railways
amdl paid the increased wages without pget-
ting in any additional revenue for the pur-
pose of mecting the added charges,  The
hou. member would have been the first to
camlemn, the Govermment and sny that they
did not know their husiness. It scems to
me the hon, member js wmervely putting up
an eleclion speeeh,

My, Johuston: That is very ungenerous of
you.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: it is an election
specch to enable some of his eolleagues to
go before their clectors and declare that they
disapproved of the action of the Govern-
ment in raising railway vates without con-
sulting Parliament, and they would go fur-
ther by saying that they «ould prove their
rematks by quoting ‘Ilansard,”’ which ne
doubt they would carry arouwd in their
pockets. The  good  sense of (he Ilouse
will realise that uwnder our present system,
the Govermwent, no matter who they are,
whether they represent the primary  pro-
dueers, the nationalist party, the Labour
parcty, ov the Liberal party, uwst retaior a
certain amount of the confidehee which is
reposed in them., [f the Government have
not the confidenee of the ouse, there is
only one straight aud honourable course to
take and thatl is to get rid of them,

Mr, TEESDALYE (Reebourne) [7.50]: 1
agree with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that this is a most absurd motion and
one which was tabled with the view of
influeneing a few seats, the safety of which
our friends are not very ecrtain about.
Never before have I ever seen a more dis-
graceful attempt to foist sueh a motion on
to the public. The hon. members on the
eross-benches, not satisfied with having run
the country into n state of insolvency
practically, now want to out-Herod Herod.

Mr. Lambert: Bush-ranging up to date.

Myr. TEESDALE: The motion is just a
scandalous attempt to influence the elections
which are about to take place. The member
who tabled the motiom is, of course, in a
pretty secure position himself, but he has
submitted the motion out of consideration
for a few of his brother members whose scats
are not too safe.

On  motion

by Mr. 8mith, debate ad-
journed, '
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MOTION—STRAITS SETTLEMENTS
AND JAVA TRADE.

Bebate resumed from 15th September on
the following motion hy Mr, Angelo—

~ That iu the opinien of this House, in
view of the neecessity for the encourage-
ment of production for the provision of
adequate markets for flie resofts of such
production, it is advisable that the Gov-
crument of this State should take steps
to develop trade and commerve between
this State aml the Htraits Scttlements and
Java,

The PREMIER (Hou. .. Mitehell—Nor-
thum) [7.52]: [ have no objection to the
motiouw heing carried,  Asx o matter of fact
we are looking for markets for vur produce
wherever we can find them. The motion sug-
geats nothing that we are not perfeetly wil-
ling to do. There are many products that
we can export to the far Yast and as a mat-
ter of fact we have been cxporting to Java
and the Straits Settlements for many years
past. We all agree that if we can improve
those markets and inerease our fride with
them, it iz the policy of the Governmoent to
do so. The markets are fairly close to us
and the produve can he earried far better to
those countries than to the more distant
markets of the world. [ have no objection
whatever to the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan) [7.55]: Quite natvrally hon mem-
bers will be very desivous of doing business
with any country that ean take our products
with advantage to our producers, but it is
not always a question of our having produce
available for the country requiring that pro-
duce so much as it is a question of trana-
portation. So far as Java is concerned, hon.
members know from the geographical peint
of view, which the hon. member for Pilbara
said last night was of no value, that to the
north of Aunstralin we have teeming millions,
and that while so far they have not adapted
themselves to our method of living, and that
they do net idesire exactly the same class of
foodstufl= as we consume, it is unquestion-
able that they are making progress in that
direetion, and to-day are demanding a greater
quantity of that partienlar line of food-
stuffs that we de produce in Australia and
for which we desire to find markets, The
key to sending produets to Java is shipping.
1 suppose there are hon. members who have
bad ecxperience in attempting to do trads
with those countrics and who have encoun-
tered difficultics in the shape of not beinpg
able to supply those markets repularly. The
merchanta of Java and elsewhere prefer to
pay, and de pay, slightly increased prices
for a commaodity that they know they will
get regularly, but 1 would draw attention to
the vested interests in the Fastern States,
which vested ‘intercsts have made great in-
roads on the trade relations between Ans-
tralia and Java and the other islanda to the
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noith of Australia, iuroada which it has been
possible tor the people in the Eastern States
te make Lecause of the interest they have in
shipping companies.  We in Western Aus.
tralin are close to these markets. Geo-
graphieally they belong to us. TUntil we had
Federation, and for some time afterwards,
some of the KEastern States Governments
were actually auhsidising the merchants of
the Eastern States to enable them to
obtain  and koep these markets, and it
is not 8o many years since a former
Premier of New South Wales (Mr. Hol-
man} admitted that his Government had
employed that method of unidermining
the Federal Constitution so far as giving
asgistanee by way of bonus to these pro-
dueing the commodities required in the far
ceast and so to save the far castern markets
for the castern part of Australin.

Hon. W. . Angwin:  They
Ruarns, Philp & Co. dor 10 years.

The MININTER FOR MINES: We in
Western Australin have suffereil cven in ve-
ceut years by permitting millera in the last.
ern States to supply a market which was
turther removed from the source of supply
than from Western Australia becanse of the
fact that the control of the overseas ship-
ment of wheat or flour was centered in a
department in Melbourne. As a mattrer of
fact, we have been unable to make any pro-
gress with the markets to the north of Aus-
tealia which rightly belong to us becanre
of the vested interests which exist in Mel-
bourne and Sydney, and which vested inter-
ests have bheen encouvrmged to keep those
mirkets for themselves. Tt would be to our
advantage if we were able to solve or under-
stand the reason why the Eastern States have
maide such progiess with the markets to the
north of Australin, Last year New South
Wales declared that she had not earried over
or produced sufficient wheat for her own con-
sumption. We in Western Australia were
actually gristing flour at a greater rate
than previously, but we still were short of
offal. WNow South Wales recently after
importing great ‘quantities of wheat, was
able to grist enough to provide themselves
with offal and to export flour to the islands.
There is somothing wrong in the State of Den-
mark when such a state of alfairs can exist.
Aud the feature about it ia that they were
ahlc to obtain that wheat from the other
producing Statcs at much less than the over-
scas cxport price. Tn my opinion somebody
has heen making a pretty decent profit out
of that transaction, a profit which ought to
have come here.

The Premier: But they have not been ex-
porting it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T had it
myself from an Eastern merchant that New
South Wales has been exporting flour during
the last fow months.

The Premicr: Oh no.

The MINTSTER ¥OR MINES: Let the
Premier make aome inquiries about it. TFor
vears past the New Bonth Wales Government

subsidised

1423

have denied that they were ussisting, hy
bouus or otherwise, the shipping companies
tiading to the islands, Tinally, when it was
definitely proved, they admitted it, and were
vompeliecd by the Federal Government to
cease doing it. Those markets are of tremen-
dous value, and it is for us to see to it that
the Eastern States o not take undue advan-
tage of them, for it is a trade that rightly
belongs te Western Australia, Among the
islands are produced many commadities
which we require, but until reeent montha wo
had to obtain those commodities through mer-
chants in the Eastern States, the consign-
wents having been Lrought around north of
Australia to the Bastern States, although we
were awaiting them here at the very door,
50 to speak,  Shipping companics, of course,
have definite shipping routes along  which
they kuow they will get satisfactory freights.
Until recent years we have uot had an appor-
tunity for making regular shipments which
woulil enable those compuanies to keep in
tonch with us. .Just when we were in a posi-
tion to achieve this, the war struek us, and
the whole shipping arrangements of ¢the
world were upset, We are only just now be-
minning to get back. The key of the position
is really shipping arrangements which will
cnable regular supplics to go to those mar-
kets and will bring back the commoditics
we  require, The [ederal Government in
their wisdoin and with the conzent of the
people of Ansfralia have igtroduced a Navi-
gation Act which for a number of years,
until the North-Weat of this State makes
considerable progress, will unquestionably hit
this State harder than any other part of
Australin; beeause it cannot be expeeted that
the products of our North shall be hrought
to Fremantle and therc trans-shipped for car-
riage abroad, and the ships trading on our
North-West coast to continue to earry on. It
means that some of the ships now on our
voast will be taken off, which will make our
problem the harder, not only in respect of the
Java trade, but in respect also of the trade
on our own north coast. Tt is proposed that
there shall be exemption for our north-west
vonat for some time to come, but the seamen
say they will not permit it, They are taking
what they consider to be the Australian view.
Personally I think the proper Australian view
to take is to see that every part of the Com-
monwealth has a fair opportunity for pro-
ducing, and forwarding its produets to mar-
ket. Al that we ean do is to make available
that whieh we have at hand to help our pro-
ducers. Tn the first place we are cstablishing
a publicity bureau. Tt is not merely a matter
of providing a display of our produets and
informing our own people as to what we pro-
duee; it s intended also to uese that publicity
burean for the purpose of discovering where
suitable markets are available for our sur-
plus commodities and then to put our mer-
chants in teuch with those markets. Tt is
pseless to produce o eommodity uwnless a
markct is ot hand for that eommodity. We
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have to-dny a great denl of wasted energy
in Western Australia. What T mean to say
is that the commeodities which we produce
would be produced to a very much larger ex-
tent if the producers had a steady, reliable
market. While we say that every effort should
be male to increase production, the respon-
sibility rests with us to make every cffort to
gee that that produetion finds o market, Thus
we arc cstablishing this publicity depart-
ment for the purpose of getting inte touch
with thosc places which will give us a market
for our surplus products. Then we are try-
ing to inerease the facilities which our State
shipping department can vender in that dir-
ection. The **Kangaroo'' is undergoing al-
terations to provide additionnl freezing
space.

Mr,
visor!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is obses:ed with the name of Ben-
pett, [f the hon. wember could see some of
the papers in my department he would un-
derstand the position hetter.  We are en-
deavouring to use the “*Kangaroo'' in a
search for markets. [ we enn give a guar-
antee of regular shipme -t of ampll guantities
at the outset, we can develop those markets
to our advantage.

Mr, Hudson: Will not the Navigation Act
apply to you if you trade outside the Statef?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
we will comply with the navigation laws of
Australia, whercas the ships T referred to
cannot comply with those laws. Tt will not
pay them to do so, and as a resnlt we shall
probably losr some of the tonmage from
Western Australia to the islands. Yenrs ago
we had down here a gentleman from the
islands attempting to de husiness with us.
He took one or two shipmeuts of our pro-
ducts. He was quite satisfiel with the pro-
ducts and their prices, hut he was unable to
get regular shipments, and so we could not
hold his business. He wanted the regular
trade. Therefore it is useless to talk about
Java as n market unless we, in the firat
place, find a means of getting our products
to the market regularly. There are plenty
of markets in the world which we would like
to supply, but we are Jargely under the con-
trol of the big shipping companies. They
have their definite shipping rontes, and e
happen to be just about midway between
the terminal points of those routes which
begin at Sydney and finish in the Mediter-
rancan ar somewhere in Europe. TIf the com-
paniea ean filt their ships at Sydney they do
not worry about picking up stuff here. It
paya them better to fill their holds for the
whole distanee. Thus it will be secn that
the problem is largely one of shipping. T
am hopeful that by publicity, and by
making our own ships available to ‘some
extent for oversea trade, we shall be able
to. solve the problem.

Mz, Lambert: Are you going .to keep the
"'K'nnghroo” on our tradet

Underwood:  1s Bennett the super-

o could,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yesa. She
should be here in Mareh, and will trade
ilong our own coast and to some of the
islands, T Dbelieve that with the insulated
space provided on her, some 30,000 cubie
feet, she will be able to take up to the
North-West coast a lot ¢f commodities
which the people there cannot get to-day.

Mr, Mullany: Wilt she bring meat from
Wyndham?

The MINISTER FOR MINES; Very prol-
abhly she will, if it ia required, I merely
mention this to show that as far as we are
abte, with the material available, we are
attempting to mect the pesition. If we get
proper encouragement from our merchants
—unfortunately muany of them are only
agents controlled by their head offices in
Sydney, firms who already have the businesa
ronnd the other way, thus making it the
more difficult for uws—we can solve the
problem, Reatly the centre of the popula-
tion of the wovld is in a eirele touching the
western coast of Australia, the southern
coast of Asin and the eastern coast of
Afrien. Yet we have difficulty in finding a
market., [t is ahsurd, Tt is due entirely to
the shipping routes and it is only by atten-
tion to thin phuse of the question that we
shall solve the problem.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [8.12]: I agree
with overything the Minister has sai@ in
regard to the rontrol of trade by the ports
of the Wnstern States; but precisely the
same position obtains here, where the trade
of our own North-West js controlled hy
Fremantle. We have been gristing flour in
Geraldton. and it has been railed south for
shipment from Fremantle. Although we
have a regular gervire with the, North-Weat,
we can never get shipping space to enable
us to supply the North-West with the com-
modities they require for consumption, [
am hopeful that when the ‘‘Kangaroo''
comes back to the coast, the producers of
Geraldton will receive better treatment in
regard to getting their preducts to their
nearest market, which is our own North-
West. -

Mr. TEESDALE (Roecbourne) [8.13]: T
agree with the hon. member who has just
sat down that the first thing ia for us
to cater for our own market. At the prescut
time the North-West is suffering under
great disadvantages in not being able to get
itg products away. In my electorate there
is at present some 300 tons of ore which for
a month has been awaiting shipment. It is
impossible to pet it away. There is a land-
able desire on the part of the hon. memher
who moved the motion to develop our trade
but, in the first instance, it is necessary to
cater for our own local trade before looking
afiecld, We have no doubt products which
they at Java would be glad to get if they
Having had some expericnee of the
Straits Scttlements and Java, I say that he-
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fore we talk of exporting produets, we re-
quire to put those products in o form accept-
able to those who want them. Up to the
prescnt we have not done so. A few weeks
ago 1 made inquiries of certuin merchaats
in Ceylon with regard to Western Avstralian
products. 1 was disappeinted to find that
their experience of them bhad been an uan-
fortenate one. The turnout of the articles
and the contents had been very unsatis-
factory, and the price did not compare fav-
nurihly with that of goods sent from the
Bastern States.  Before we arc able o
doevelop this trade we must see that we are
at all events on all fours with the other
States. 1t is neeessary that our own ports
shoulil he catered for, and that we should
e able to ship that stuff which is already
in existence.

Fhe NIMONQRARY MINISTER (Hon, F.
F. 8, Willmott—XNelson) (8.16]: I agree
with some of the remarks of the member for
Rocbourne, but surely it would be unwise to
leave any market undeveloped. In Java,
right at our doors, we have a market for
our fruit. Woe also have one in Ceylon. For
years past we have tried to send our apples
to Ceylon, but have been told by the ship-
ping  companies that they would not take
them  there beeause this would  interfere
with their Ceylon trade. The taunin of the
apples on the ship interferes with the tannin
of the tea. They say that the favour of the
tex is spoil by the flavour of the apples. We
de not want to put our apples in cold storc
to go to Ceylon. We are paying Bs. a case
to send them to London, We can send them
te Juva and Ceylon without putting them
inte cold store, and ean get them there at a
cheap freight and supply a first rate article
at a reasonable price. The shipping com-
panics, however, will not take the apples to
Ceylon except in cold store. If we say we
prefer that they should be taken as ordi-
nary cargo they say that they spoil the
flavour of the tea, and will wot therefore
aceept them. 1 would like to give a word
of advice to anyone shipping to Java., In
that country the people do not like a sweet
apple. As the member for Rochourne says,
we have first to find out what the people
want, and then supply it. If sweet apples
are sent to Java they will only bring =
smpll price, and the people will not send
for a second consignment. They like acid
apples there. We grow that class of apple,
and we should give them to thosc people.
We mnst endeavour to give people what they
want. They also take a different class ot
meat from that which we most desire in
Australia. Here we like a good fat bul-
lock, but there they like the lean ones., Let
them have what they want. There is 2 most
rigid inspection in Java of all products sent
there. Anyone who thinks he ean send
fruit carelessly packed, having any sign of
disease on it when it lands in Java, is lab.
opyring under a delusion. The inapection
there is more rigid than in any other part
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of the world. Anything that is not of first
class quality iz turmed down., I huve sent
froit from Dridgetown to Java for mauy
yems und have never had any of it eon-.
demoed.  [f we are to send froit to Java
and Ceylon that is not put in cold store we
must have guick freight for it. A friend ot
mine sent G0 cases of fruit not long ago to
Singapoire.  The cases arrived safely and
there was all the wrapping in them, but they
did not coutain a single apple. The cascs
had been ullaged, but the awner had to pay
freight on them,

Hon. W, €. Angwin: Did the shipping
company use the apples at theiv tables?

The TIONORARY MINISTER: [ do not
know what heeame of the fruit. The peo-
ple of Jfava are a wine-drinking people. We
van produve excellent wine in the State. We
have in Java one of the best markets in the
world for onr wine,

Mr. Pickering: What about cider?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They are
not very keen on that, The member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is to be commended!
for having brought forward this motion, |
trust he will Jive to see Western Australin
supplying a very large proportion of the
wants of these islanda. No doubt they pro-
duce a great deal of their own require-
ments, but we ean produce the luxuries for
them. Anything that can be done im the
way of securing quicker tranaport to these
islands should be done. -

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There are two small
steamers running direct to Fremantle now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
T have shipped froit on them, but it is =
apevial trade. We should be able to handle
our eommodities at a cheaper rate than they
arc being handled to-day. I would point out
that kerosene is obtainable in Java at 7s,
a case, but it cannot be landed here unless
it is sold at the price fixed by the Vacuum
0Oil Co. They hoss the show.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What are the Govern-
ment doing about it?

The AONORARY MINTSTER: What can
the Government do?

Mr. O’Loghlen: They are not attempting
to do anything.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
controlled by the Commonwealth, They can-
not be compelled to sell a commodity at a
lower price than that fixed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have you made represen-
tation to the Commonwealth? Should net
the Government themselves import it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That re-
maing to be seen. Until we diseover oil in
some Australian territory we shall have this
sword of Damocles hanging over us.

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [8.22]: I have
listened with interest to the speech of the
Minister for Mines, especially to his state-
ment aa to the publicity department, and as
to the atepa that are being taken to put in
hand the trade with the northern parts of
the State and the islands. As evidence of
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what was being done in the Bastern States
while the war was on, 1 have already stated
Sydney warehouses were in 1918 crammed
with stock labelled for the islands. Within
one hour [ have seen as many as cight large
vessels coming in and going out of Sydney
harbour, awd have thought of the miserable
one of twae per month that come to Fremautle,
I asked lLow it was that so much trade was
being done with the islands from Sydney, amt
I discovered that the merchants there had
picked up a large amount of trade which
prior to the war had been done by Ger-
many, The flour trade which really ought
to be done by Western Australia is being
conducted by the lastern States, by Ameriea,
and even by Japan, which is patting flour
on the markets there uuder an Australian
name. [ have had this information from the
best of authority., The [onerary Minister
tmade o statement which eorvoborates the in-
formation given to me. | asked a question
of the Premicer the other day as to whether
kerogene wae not availalyle in Singapare at
7a. a case. The Uonorary Minister states
that it has been available in Java at that
price. In answer to a question of mine, the
Promicr stated that the kerosene in Singa-
pore was of inferior quality and had to be
put np in ecares, and that the cost of the
cages and packing would have to be added
to the 7s. There is, howeéver, a big dif-
ference hetween 78, and the price charged in
Australia, One ean well understand that the
Vacuum Qil Company have have something to
do with the price that is being charged in
this country. A good deal of «lata and figures
have been brought forward in another place
on the question now before the 1ouse. The
President of tic Legislative Council and
Houn. J. Duffell went fully into the matter,
and ““Tlausard’’ containg a schedule of in-
formation for hon. members. I need not,
therefore, go over the ground agnin,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The President presented
g report but the Government did not act
upon it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tt was not a bad re-
port either. Tn the Malay States there is
eaol storage available at the ports. When
the Geraldton, Carnarvon and Fremantle meat
works are established, and shipping which is
provided with proper insulation is available
along our coast, I hope to see the trade about
which 80 wuech las been said inavgurated
puccessfully. Mention was made of the stock
that is being sent to the islands. It is rather
-amusing to see the figures that are given
as to the export of sheep and cattle from
this State. In 1912 there were £112 worth
of sheep sent away, aud in 1915 £20 worth.
If there is much mutton consmmed there it
shows there is room for an expansion of that
industry, partieularly as we arc having snch
a large increase in our flocks. There are
“various ‘products which we can get hold of
for backloading. Amongst other things there
_are bananas and pineapples to be imported
to this State. The member for Rochourne
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referred to the get up of the packages and
their labelling, as well as to the quality
and the price of goods sent from this State,
We have a home produwets leagne in Western
Australia, This league is out to put up the
hest artiele in the best style. Emphasis has
been laid upon the fact that if they wish to
have eommand in the trade they must put
ep a good article at a resonable price, and
also put it up in decent packages. The trade
commissioner from Ameriea recently visited
this State, Hce made reference to tins of
asparagus wheh he had bought in the East-
ern States. He said that the labels and the
contents, uas compared with the American
article, although he had reen the nsparagus
grown in profusion in the other States—
were very inferior, and that ‘people pre-
ferred the .imported article to the local
article.  The member for Roebourne has very
aptly stated that what we require to do is
to teach there people te help themselves.
However, the time should not be far distant
when we should come into our own in the
trade with the islands and with the North,

Mr. ANGELO  (Gaseoyne—in  reply)
[8.31] : [ regret that meither the Premier
nor the Minister for Mines has commented
on the suggestion that we should send trade
representatives to  Java and Singapore
almost immediately. The Minister for Mines
and the member for York (Mr. Griffiths)
told us of the wonderful trade which has
been opened np by Vietoria and New South
Wales with these islanmls,

Hon. W. . Angwin: Those States have
the population to econsume the produets from
the islands,

The Premicr: And they also have the ships.

My, ANGELGO: A great deal of that trade
was built up beeause those States stationed.
trade representatives in the islands to open
up commercial relations. What we want are
really yualified commeregial travellers; men
who can go about and find out what the
islands produce and what they ean take from
us. The member for Roehourne (Ar. Tees-
dale) stated that we should consider the
North-West first. I have tabled this motion
not from any parochial point of view, but
with a view to the good of the whole State.
I consider that there is a big opening up
there, and we have certain products in West-
ern Australia to sell.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Can you enumorate some.

Mr. ANGELO: Flour, meat, fruit and
wine. We produce all those lines in greater
quantities than we require, and we should
dispose of our surplus in those islands. The
Minister for Mines says that we have not
got the ships. Members will have noticed
that the Committee on the Navization Bill
have issued their reports to the Federal Par-
liament, and they made a rtecommengdation
that the Singapore boats which trade along
the North-West coast should be exempt from
the provisions of the Act. Fven if those boats
were dealt with under that Aet they would
still run direct frem Fremantle to these for-
eign countries, We have further been in-
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formed that the ‘“Kangarco’' is being fitted
ap with insulated space to participate in thia
very tradle.  Further, private enterprise is
alrendy operating on the coast, and inquiries
are being made for a large boat to augment
the fleet operatingr in this trade. We want
the trade representatives to go there before
the trade, 1t has been proved that outside
flour has been soid in the islands as Australian
flour. U'nless we ean have people on the spot
to watch owr interests and see that no in-
ferior products arc palmed off as coming from
Woestern Australia, we will not get, iater on,
that proportion of the trade whieh we should
have. By the last Singapore boat which ar-
rived at Fremantle, a merchant who is in
a big way of butiness at Singapore, passed
through on his way to the East, with a view
to opening np larger trade relations with
Australia, [ was fortunate enough to get
in touch with him, and he indicated that it
had not oceurred to him to make inquiries
in Western Avstralia ag he did not think
that we had the commodities to sell, nor did
he think that we desired to participate in
the trade. He is arranging to come back to
Western Australia, and [ hope to be able
to introduee him to the Premier in order
that some advancement may be made along
the lines 1 indieate, T hope that if this mo-
tign is carried it will not end there. I hope
the Goveranment will take into consideration
the sugyrestions { have made,

Mr. O’Loghlen: We had a representative’

at the Samarang exhibition,

Mr. Teesdale: I took horses to the islands
15 years ago.

Mr. ANGELO: I tfook the first lot of
sheep that went to Singapore.

Mr. Teesdale: You sent the fivst Iot.

Mr. ANGELO: And accompanicd two
shipments myself. In respeet of sheep and
cattle shipments, we are not doing five per
cent. of the ifrade with the islands that we
should do at the present time. Why should
we not avail oursclves of this pearer war-
ket for our gurplus flour, fruits, and so on
instend of sending them to England at such
great expense?

Question put and passed.

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL
To permit overdrafts.

BANK,

Debate resumed from 22nd September on
the following motion by Mr, Thomson—

That in the opinmion of this House the
provisions of the Agricultural Bank Act,
1906, should he amended in the direction
of enabling its clients to have overdrafts
on similar lines to private banks.

The PREMIER (llon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) |8.38]: T am sorry that T caunot
agree with the remarks made by the member
for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) in moving
this motion. I think the hon. member forgot
for the moment what the banking position
in, As a matter of fact, it would be quite
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impossible to do as he wishes and pay the in-
terest which the Agrieultural Bank is pledged
to pay for the money it uses, An ordinary
back has a large amount of money on de-
posit.  Probably half of its funds are Qe-
posits on which no interest has to be paid,
or at most, a very amall amount. On the
rest a smaller amount of interest is paid
than we have to pay.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: Some pay 5% per
cent.

The PREMILR: They average about 4%
per cent. Hon. members will realise that it
would be utterly impossible to carry on under
such conditions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is not the Agricul-
tural Bank earricd on with an overdraftf

The UREMIER: It is different from the
public banking system as it is to-day. What
the member for Katanning wishes us to do is
to adopt the ordinary banking system, and
lend money against property on an over-
draft, and charge interest only on the daily
balance. If a man has property worth £3,000,
and has already borrowed £900 from the
Agricoitural Bank, the member desires that
a client’s credit shall be good, and that the '
bank will honour his cheques up to, say,
£600 or more,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: They had something like
that in operation some time ago, bhut the
farmers deserted the Agrieultural Bank in
, Seores.

Mr.
chanee.

AMr, O’Loghlen: They absolutely deserted
the bank by the score.

The PREMIER: If we did that, we would
require to have a much larger capital. We
have now about £6,000,000 on loan by the
Agricultura! Bank under its varions head-
ings of soldier settlement, T.A.B., and Agri-
cultural Bank business, but if we adopt the
suggestion it would mean the establishment
of an ordinary eredit bank that wonld in-
volve a much iarger capital, and we would
have to hold moncy which we eould not pos-
sibly use to mceet the demands on the bank.
When the harvest was coming, we would have
to expend probably two millions of money.
That woulld be needed during the year be.
twecn one harvest and the next, The iffi-
culty would be that the money so advanced
would not be deposited back with the bank,
but would be spent among the merchants
and traders, who would deposit it in the or-
dinary banks. We would not get anything
heyond a small portion of it, and if we were
to hold money ille in order to do such hasi-
ness, it would be quite impossible.

Mr, Jolnston: Tf a man repaid £500,
conld you not give him eredit up to that
amount again?

The PREMTER: We could not possibly
do that even though the man paid his £300.

l]A\Ir. Johnston: To-day it is not repaid at
all.

The PREMIER: In  an  ordinary
bank the total deposit to-day may be 12 mil
lion pounds; to-morrow it may again bg 12

Jolinston:  They never had any
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millions, n week hence it may be a little more,
but the position is that the deposits, as a
whole, are never less, because the money goes
fram ome bank to another and is cirenlated
hagk. 'The banks have a great proportion ot
their Fuels on deposit without interest, and
it is customary for traders to bank with the
ordinary banks. llow is it possible for the
hon. member to justify a proposal to deal
with the Agricultural Bank in view of such
circumstances?  We pay 6!2 per cent. for
money and lend it at sevem per cent. A
great deal which cost four per cent. wos
loaned at five per cent, The margin is never
wmore than one per cent.

Mr, Davies: Does one per cent. pay?

The PREMTER. [t about eovers ex-
penses.  No ordinary hank would endeavour
to work on such a margin. Tf we were to
disturb the present aystermr and lend moncy
on current account, we should have to in-
crease our interest to about nine per cont.
We certainly could not de it for less, at any
rate, ns it affected new business.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The institution would he
killed.

The I'REMIER: Of course it would. The
andvantage would not be very great to the
farmer. If he has money which he is willing
to make available for the country’s use, it is
vasy to put it into the Savings Bank where
he can get 3'i per cent. interest for any
length of time. We ecrtainly could not Joan
amounts as suggested by the hon. member.
We could not take money in now and lct the
depositor have it in a month’s time, unless
all onr customers are willing to pay mors
for the accommodation.

Hon. W. . Angwin: He does not want
vou to take money in so much as he wants
you to increase everdrafts.

The PREMIER: The hon. member wants
ordinary hanking facilities with the interest
ealetlated daily; heswants us to establish
what is really a State bank. T would he
glad to relieve the farmer in any way pos-
pible and to pay him interest on money for
which he had no use during a few months,
but it would upset our system altogether,
and wonld he a great diradvantage to a
wajority of the clients of the hank. Somo
of our clients have money and a good deni
too, hut we fre not paying interest on it
and we cannot do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why not treat them
the same as other people?

The PREMIER: We treat all alike.

fTon. W. C. Augwin: Why should not a
blacksmith or a coach builder be served in
the same way if you are starting a hank of
issue

The PREMTER: With the same security?

Hon., W. C. Angwin: They have no
security; you have that already.

The PREMIER: We have security for all
the money we lend and we are paid for all
the money we lend.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If you extended it, yon
would also have security. You have no
intention of extending it to make it apply
to everyonef?
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The PREMIER: Certainly not; we woul
not have enough mouey to do that,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The member for Nortl
East Fremantle says if this wmotion is e
ried that shonkl be dene,

The PREMIER: [f we were establishin
an ordinary trading bank it would be quit
aatural for all people who so desired t
tome under the sceheme.

AMr. O'Loghlen: They should be entithe
to do so.

The PREMIER: 'The hon, member, i
moving the motion, desire® to help hj
farmer friends, He wants this bank to b
made clastic. He wants to be able to sa
te the man with security, “* You can alway:
go to the hank and get money so long a
your margin iy sufficient.”” Lf that couk
be done it would be a very great advantag
to lhe farmers.

Mr, Thomson:
impossible,

The PREMIER: 1 have ondeavoured
explain that we could not possibly do th
husiness it 8 reasonable rate of interest and
pay the rate we are doing now,

Mr, Thomson: Could not you use the
Savings Bank interest?  You are paying
only 3% per cent. for that now.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: They are paying
4 per cont, for a lot of it.

My, Thomson: That would give a margin
ot 3 per cent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Other people want a
shot at that, you know.

My, BPEAKER: Order!

The PREMTER: We arc. using all the
Havings Bank money, and we are not get-
ting very much additional money. Lven if
we did met additional money, it would be
reguired for many purposes. The Savings
Bank is a fair illustration of what
wonld happen if we did whuat the hon. mem-
ber withes under his motion. We lhave
£3,700,000 on deposit in the Savings Bank,

I cannot see why it ¥

but we have te hold from £100,000 to
£200,000 in case demands are made upon
us. We have to pay 314 per eent. for

the mency and a good deal of it ig held by
the Commonwealth Banlk ut one per ecent..
80 that the Savings Bank money is not quite
so cheap ag some members imagine, The
Commonwealth Bank have the Savings
Bank aecount. We get no more from the
Commonwealth than we got previously from
the ordinary bank, and T doubt whether it
wang wise to transfer the (Goveroment
account from the ordinary bank to the Com-
monwealth Bank. Certainly we do not get
any great consideration, thongh of courae
they do the business we desire. Thig, T say,
illnatrates what would happen under the
hon. memher's proposal. We have a large aum
of monecy lying practiealiv idle the whole
of the time. Tt is necessary to hold this
amount in case of calla for money. If we
e¢arricd out the intention cxpressed in the
motion, we should have to hold a large
amount of money to meet any possible de-
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wands which our customers might make.
The Agricultural Bank is doing cxcellent
work, and 1 repeat that the rate allows a
very small margin over what we pay for
the money. lmagine any man doing busi-
ness on & margin of one-half per cent.

Mr, Thomson: 1 am vot saying anything
about that.

The PREMIER: Tho hon. member had het-
ter leave well alone for the present at any
rate. [ do not wish to charge a higher rate
of interest than we are charging. 1 wish to
do through this bank a great deal more work
than is heing done at present.

Mr. Thomson: That was my objeet in
moving the motion.

The PREMIKER: In the country a good
deul of land requires to be eleared; fencing
has to he evected and there is mueh work
to be done right through the country. The
hon, member had better leave the bank to
do this work which it was designed to do
amd whieh it has been doing 8o well. If a
farmer has money to pay into a bank he
can deposit it in an ordinary bank, No
ordinary bmnk ecould do this work as we
aro doing it und we could not do the work
that the ordinary bank is doing. [ hope
that the hon. member will withdraw bis
motion. He knows full well that if I can
do anything to advance the intcrests of the
farmera in this or in any other way, T shall
do it. He knows that the farmers’ interests
arc always being considered, and that the
object we have in view is not only the good
of the farmers but the good of the State.
But for the work this bank has done in the
Inst 12 vears, we should not be in the posi-
tion we are in to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt has made great
headway since we raised the capital.

The PREMIER: You did not tajse
eapital.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We rised it by
three millions.

The PREMIER: It is quite immaterial
whe raised the capital. I know who lent

the

Jthe money, and | know that the money
loaned did the work.
Hon. W. . Augwin: We lent more in

three years than was lent in all the years
previously,

The PREMIER: Yes, and less money was
repaid in the hon. member’s time. I com-
mitted them to a good deal of the eapital
hefore 1 left office. IE T wished T could tell
the hon. member something about the pro-
gress of this bank. | do not eare who does
geod work, whether it is the hon, member
wha has certainly done good work or any-
one clse, so long as the work is done. What
T am asked to do by this motion is impos-
gible. We must have some regavd for the
werk the bank was designed to do.  We
mnst remember what it has done, what it is
capable of doing, and what has still to be
done.  We must remember that this bank
was designed fo assist the individuoal sct-
tler, and to make this country. It was de-
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sigued to muke not alone the man who goes
on the land but to make the country, and it
has achieved that objeet. During the last
five or six years we have had, ag a result of
the moncy advanced by this bank, wealth
whiclh represents at least five times the
amount of money lent.

Hon. W. . Apgwin: We do not know
that; we are not allowed to have the re-
ports, ’

The PREMTER: The hon, member wilt
take iy word for it, I am sure. I suppose
he has seen last year’s report.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: No, there has becn
none presented for two years.

The PREMIER: And [ guarantec that
when the hon. member gets the rteport, he
will not understand it.

Mr, SPEAKER: The subjeet of the report
cannot be discussed under this motion.

The PREMIER: T ask the hon., member
who moved the wnotion to pause before en-
deavouring to get it passed. If it were
carried, it wonld not be given effect to be-
rauge that would be impossible unlegs mem-
bers agreed that the interest to clients should
be considerably inereased. It is all a matter
of interest.

Mr. Johnston: Bring it hack to the old 6
per ceut,

The PREMIER: I should like to do so, and
I shall do so at the earliest possible moment,
As a matter of faet, all the money is not
paying 6 per cent. I would impress upon
the hon, member that if the motion is car-
ried, it will be impossible to give effect to
it. [f there was any possible chance of
giving effect to the motion, we could not
work on the present margin of one-half per
cent.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.57]: T am
opposed to the motion. It is just as weil for
members to get into their heads precisely
what the objeet of the motion is and what
the cxisting state of affairs is. The Agri-
eultural Bank is not a gengral bank in the
ordinary sense of the term. Tt is a mort-
gage bank,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is all overdraft
now,

Mr, ROBINSON: Yes, but the managers
of the bank know their commitments to o
peuny. No ordinary bank knows what its
commitments of to-morrow are likely to be
or what cheques will come along, but the
Apricultnral Bank managers know of every
advance, Deeause no one can get an advanee
without knowing the exact terms of the mort-
gage. The bank was designed to assist the
farmers, and the tronble of the member for
Katauning is that many of the settlers now-
adays are becoming highly prosperows. They
like dealing with the Agrieultural Bank. In-
stead of having an overdraft they have a
eredit or can pay the bank off at a moment’s
notiec. They have heen accnstomed for 10,
12, or 15 years to dealing with the officials
of the Agricultural Bank, and the lon. mem-
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her suggests that they wish to continue, That
demand is not a fresh cne, .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They learnt a lesson
during the drought period.

Mr. ROBINSON: Yes.

Mr, Thomeon: They knew the bank that
stuck to them when the trouble was on.

Mr, ROBINSOXN: One result of prosperity
among the farmers is that the prosperous
ones who can pay off the bank do so, and
remove their aceounts to an ordinary bank
of issue, Now, as has also been pointed ount
hy the Premier, if this bank is to be run on
the lines of an ordinary bank of issue, so
that one will not know to-morrow morniug
what cheques are coming in and must have
funds there to meet any cheques coming iu,
then L venture to say we should want, in a
bank having the relations that the Agrienl-
tural Bank has, at least a couple of millions
more capital. Speaking from memory, I be-
lieve the eapital of the bank to-day is just
short of four millions, If we are going to
turn the Agrieultural Bank into a bank of
issue dloing general trading, why restriet it
to the farmer? Why not set out as a bank
of issue and do pgeneral work? Then we get
into an impossible position, into a trading
concern in money that requires very high
financial genins to manage.

Ton. W. C. Angwin: They manage it sue-
cessfully in the Commonwealth.

Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, because that bank
has such very wide scope. However, the
("ommonwealth Bank does not do advaneces as
pur Agricultural Bank does, The Tommon-
wealth Bank to-day will advanee a eertain
proportion ngainst proposed works; but our
Agrienltural Bank will advance the whole
valne of proposed works on a man’s farm.
There is no other hank in Australin on the
lines of our Agricultural Bank, which is the
euvy of farmera throughout the Common-
wealth. The farmers in all the other Stutes
want similar banks established there. T
would be very sorry to sce the stability of
our Agrienltural Bank in the s]igbtost‘ de-
gree affeeted—stability, T say, because in a
hank of mortgage such as this the manage-
ment knows its capital, knows what advanees
it is going to make, and ean never get into
trouble it it goes steadily along. As re-
peatedly stated in this Fouse, the manage-
ment expenses of the Agrienltural Bank are
phenomenally low. The whole of the man-
apement expenses  for  Yyears have
eovered by onchalf  per eent. That
pereentage, in turn, of late years las
been eovered by the interest earned,
The Agricultural Bank is not designed to
make a profit. Equally, the Agrieultural
Bank is not designed to make a loss. Tt
carrics on; and the profit to the community
is the number of suceessfu), free, and inde-
pendent settlers it leaves in its train scattered
over the lands of Western Australia. Our
Agricultural Bank has been of inestimahle
value to the people of Western 'Austraha in
establishing our farms, in helping many a
man over a stile, in comforting the settlers hy

been
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providing money as ne other bank would do
and by leaving that money without eall in
bad times when another institution would at
48 hours ™ ot two months’ notice demand the
whole of its money to he paid back, Now we
shonld let well alone, We have an institution
which, as [ say, is the envy of all Anstralia.
It hns been admirably ecouceived nnd admir-
ably worked and placed on sere foundations
by thal agricultwral pewius, the late William
I’aterson, who for years mwanaged its des-
tinies  and  who ereated the bank and
left it as we find it. It is an institutton
which no palitician ean speil, hecause no
politicinn has a port in its affaira. Tet that
hank have sound management and it will
comtinue to be one of the greatest assets
towarda prosperity that we have in Western
Anstralia. My commsel—and T speak from
some knowleldire of the subjeet—to my far-
mer friends is to let well alone,

llon. W. (. ANGWIN (North-Fast Fre-
mantle) |9.6]: No donbt the mover of the
motion is desirons of gaining special privi-
leges for his friends of the farming com-
munity, I would be with him if the pro-
posal were to start a bank of issme of which
cvery person in the State could avail him-
self, But we must bear in mind that, as the
member  for Canning  (Mr. Robingen) has
Just stated, our Agrienltural Bank is really
& mortgage bhank or a development hank, to
wlhich money lias been advanced for a period
of 30 years. Many farmers who had been
viionts of that hank up to the time of the
drought, later on formed the opinion that
they were net getting fair and just consid-
cration from the hank. Avcordingly they
withdrow their accoants from the Agrieat-
tural Bank and placed them with private
bankas.

Mr. Thompson: That is wrong.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Tt is true, [
epuld zive the names of some of those farm-
crs, 1f neeessary. They closed their aceounts
with the Agrieunltural Bank and went to the
private banks.

Me. Johnston: They wanted to get a little
more money for development purposes. -

Han, W, €. ANGWIN: Yes, with the re-
sult that when the drought oceurred and the
private hanks were Tforcing the position,
these farmers came hack to the Agrienltural
Bank and wanted that institution to take
their aeccounts again.

Mr., Thomson: That
favour of my wmotion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: T discnssed this
matter with the late Mr. Paterson, The
Agricultural Bank is really a hank of over.
draft. The bank advanecs for development
purposea the total amount that it thinks safe
with due regard for the interests of the
State to advance. The bank holds a mort-
gage over the lands on which meneys have
heen advanced. Now the mover says, ‘‘That
is not sufficient; we want additignal over-
drafts.?’ If the farmers get additional over-
drafts, the bank must inerease its capital,

is an arguwent in
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Pevhaps some of the farmers want to take

the little eash they have and put it into the
Government Savings Bank and draw interest
on it there, or else place it on fixed deposit
with the private banks and thus ohtain in-
terest, or else possibly let it ont on mortgaze
al 8 or 9 per cent. while paying the State
only & per cent. Iowever, the motion asks
for further overdrafts. On what? On the
chattols of the farmers! There must be
some adilitional scewrity.  The Agrienltural
Bank already bholds the land ax sceurity.
Not very long ago a Bill to amend the In-
dustries Assisanee Aet wasg intreduced, in-
clding a  elause  covering the farmer’s
chattels. Hon. members of the Country party
strongly ohjected to that clause, saying that
the GGovermment had no right to tourh those
things,

Mr, JJohnsten: Certainly.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: In regard to this
motion 1 ask, what security is the bank to
et additional fo that which it already has?

Mr. Thomson: The man's assets.

lion. W, (. ANGWIXN: Rat the hon. mem-
her objected to that,

Mr, Thomeon: T did not. -

Hon, W, &, ANGWIX: Some memhers of
the Country party did ohjeet, and very
strenuously.  The matter was fonght in bath
Houses.

Mr. Griffiths: Under that proposal the
Government wanted a mortgayge over the
man’s wife, family, and soul.

Mr. Johnston: Yes, and withont consulting
him,

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: The whole of the
porition amounts te this, that members of
the Country party are not desirous that the
Agriculural Bank should lend money on the
same conditions as other bauks, beeause the
iarmers have already raised objeetion to the
State advaneing money throngh the Tndns-
tries Assistance Board on the same conditions
as other hanks make advanees.

Mr, Johnston: The way it was proposed
in he done, without esmsulting the man, was
sheer robbery.

Hou. W. ¢, ANGWIN: There must be a
“soeurity for money advanced. What necessity
3 there now—there was nceessity a few years
ago—for giving apecial privileges of this
kind to onc partienlar section of the com-
munity ?

Mr. Thomson: This proposal eame from
settlers who aro uwnder disabilities. T am
prepared to let the hon. member read the
letter T have here.

Mon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Agricul-
tural Bank is o (lovernment institution. We
have 2 hetter chanee through politieal in-
fiuence of getting advances made to us by
a Government institution than by a private
institution. That is the position. There is
no necessity for us to give a {lovernment
institution as good security as is required by
a private institution. Once we get the money
from a Government institution, there is no
fear hut that politieal influence would be used
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to block the Government from dealing harshly
with us.

My, O'Loghlen:  You have hit the nzil
on the head,
Tlon, W, . ANGWIN. T personally ob-

jeet to extvnding the operations of the g
vieultural Bank as jroposed by the motion.
The bank bhar done podd work. Tuet it eon-
tinue to do that work, Tt has heen eslah-
lished for the spevial purpese of land devel-,
opment. 1 the Govermment wonll do what
[ think they should do and start a hank of
issue, so as to carry on banking in the same
way as private hanks and the Commonwealth
Bank, 1 would support them, There is no
doubt that the best eredit te-day is the
ustional eredit and not the credit of private
individvals. A Dbank with the whole power
and ussets of this State at its baek offers
far better security than nny private instite-
tion based on the eredit of private persons.
U think that under our constitution we have
power to estoblith n State Bank, though 1
lo not know that we have power to issue
bank notes—T wish we had. T regret that
the member for Katanning has moved this
wmotion, and [ do hope that it doecs not merely
represent another election ery,

My, GRTIFFITHS (York) [9.33]: It is
hecoming quite a common gibe to say across
the floor of the Chamber that seme member
is bringing a matter forward for the pur-
poses of electioneering, T think that every-
boily who knows the operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank will admit that the good
words which have been spoken of that in-
gtitution to-night are thoroughly justified.
Not so very long agoe I read in a magazine
an artiele ‘referring to the varipus systems
of credit, such as credit socicties, hanks of
tssue, agrienltural banks, and o forth; and
in that article the Hon. John Scaddan was
quated as giving details of the work of the
Agricultural Bank of Wostern Australin. The
hon. gentleman was represented as having
boasted that our Agrienltural Bank was one
of the finest banking aystems in the whole
worhl for the agricultural community, T fally
agree with that, and T am ulse prepared to
agree with the member for North-LEast Fre-
mantle {Hon. W. €. Angwin) that there
are difficulties in the way of making onr
Agrieultural Bank a bank of issne, How-
ever, T wich to state plainly to that hon. mem-
her what really was in the mind of the
member for Katanning when he moved this
motion. T know the source from which the
regquest for the moving of the motion came.
The man who put up the request has a
property which is worth fully £3,000, ITe
ohtained from the Agrienitural Bank an ad-
vanee sufficient to enable him to develop his
farm a little, to develop it te the point of
yielding fairly good returns. However, he
could only get an advance of £300. He had
£3,000 security and drew up to £900, and
was trying to get sufficient advance to carry
him throngh his opecrations for the season.
The idea of the member for Katanning is
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more to enable those settlers who have been
heiped 56 far and who ean get no further.

The Attorney General: Why should they
wot po to another bunk? i

Mr. GRIFPITHS: No doubt they would
if they conld, bnt when the Agricultural
Bank hus afl the sccurity therc is not much
chance to go to another bank. I hope to see
some day semething in the nature of rural
eredit sovieties in this State, on lines gimilar
-to those in existene¢e in Europe.

My, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.18]: 1 have
read the motion earefully and from what 1
can learn the objeet of the member for
Ihatanping is to obtain the facilities of a
biank of isue for the Agricultural Bank, and
also by having a fuctuating overdraft, to
suve a ecrtain amount of interest, I agree
with the Premier that to turn the Agrieul-
tuial Bank into a bank of issue would mean
considerablie expense,  When a bank is
dealing with ceheques far more elerical
assistance is necessary, The desire of the
member for Katanning could be secured in
this way, that provided the Agrieultural
Bunk had securities, it could go to a
chartered bank and guarantee its customers
to the extent of £100 or £200, That kind of
thing is done where mortgage banks are
operating. Mortgage banks are not institu-
tions that a customer can draw om by
cheque. A mortgage bank could guarantee
an acconnt with a chartered bank up to say
£200, and the amount he recouped from time
to time, the chartered bank charging inter-
est only on the daily overdraft. The Gov-
ernment. are doing the same thing at the
present time with North-West Mcat Company.
Instead of lending them money out of the
coffers of the State they bave guaranteed
those people and are charging them interest
day by day on the fluctoating overdraft.
The Government, however, hold all the
sceurity as against the guarantee which
ihey have provided at the Commonwealth
Bank.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Did not the Commeon-
wealth Bank have enough confilence in you
to guarantee the money?

Mr. ANGELO: The Government promised
to advanee us pound for pound.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But both are Govern-
ment institutions.

Me. ANGELQ: The Government are
scenred because they hold the seeurity in
their safe. Tn the same way the Apgrieul-
toral Bank would hold sceuritics on behalf
of ita cugtomers, as against the guarantec
which they could provide. I merely throw
that out as a suggestion which may mect
with the approval of the member for Katan-
ning.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.22]: The
atep suggested by the member for EKatan-
nipg is an unwise one to take. It wonld be
well to refer haek to the original Act
whivh was introduced by the late Lord For-
rest, and to show what he had in mind in
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1894 I will read an extract from the speech
he made when he introduced the Bill to Par-
lizmnent. e said—

I have Vcen curefully trying to find out
some means by which to encourage the
oceupation and cultivation of fhe agri-
cultural linds of the Colony. The subject
is a difficult one. The smaller settlers on
land are generally struggling men who
may have a little capital and are not
generally men of means; so that the difii-
culty i8 aw to how persons of that eclass
cin be assisted in the carly stiges of
settlement without risk to the State. For
one hasg to consider very e¢arefully whether
in assisting them ouc would not be in-
curring the risk of losing the capital with
which they were assisted. lowever, after
years of consideration and thought on the
subject the result of my deliberations up
to the present is contained in this Bill,

After years of deliberation the Aet was
passed, and it contained this provisien—

(a) Tor the purpose of making im-
provemenuts (as hereinafter defined) on
unimproved holdings or (b) adding te im.
provemeiits already made on holdings . . ,
Improvements for the purposes of this
Act shall mean cleaving, eultivation and
ringbarking, but shall not inelude any
other kind of improvement, No ad-
vanee shall be made on any property which
is encumbered by any previous mortgage
or charge, other than a mortgage or charge
nnder thiz Aet.

There have been amendments sinee then,
but they have been in the direetion of
developing the bank on the lines on which
it wag originally formed. The object of
the hank, namely the development of the
country on sound lines, is o most laudable
vne. 1 have had canse to complain in this
House beeause of the non-extension of the
operations of the bank towards the south-
western part of the State, and I have cou-
iended that in the event of an increase in
the vapital of the bank the operations of
the inatitution should he directed to every
portion of the State including the South-
West. Dersonally T am not aware of any
agitation for that which is sought by the
member for Kalanning, The usafulness of
the bhank should be confined to the original
iniention. T agree with the member for
North-East Fremantle when he says that if
we are to convert it into a bank of iysue it
should he a State hank and should be avail-
able to evervboady., The Agricuitural Bank
wag never intended to he a bank of issuc,
and there is quite cnough* for it to do in
cvonneclion with the work of development
for which it was established,

Mr., JOUNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[9.26|: The member for Sussex read to us
what Sir John Forrest said whion he intro-
dueed the orviginal Bill to Parlinment, Sinee
tlat time, however, vonditions kave changed
g0 much as to ercate a demand for an
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alteralion of the bank's powers to an extent
prabably  wot  foreseen by its  illustrious
fovnder. | agree with the Premier that the
Government, with o defieit of 434 millions
statring them in the faee, eannot easily enter
on the Toundation of a geueral Siate hank
for all classes of the community—a general
bank of issue. It appears to we, however, that
the Government might agree to the motion
to the extent of permitting the present
holders of overdrafts from the Agricultural
Bank to retain the amount they have drawn
fiom the bank on current aecount, that is
to suy, that if a farmer has £800 from the
Agricultural Bank, instead of being vom-
pelled if he wishes 1o remain on that institu-
tion to owe the bank the whole of the £8300
all the time, the Government night st least
et him repay @« portion of it with the
right to operate on that amount.  That, 1
think, will meet the main desire of the
wember for Katanning, At the present
time it seems to me it is an absurd
thing if a Tarmer owes the bank £300, and
it he wighes to utilise £600, he has to put
it on current aceonnt ar A private bank
without interest, and draws it eut a8 he re-
quires, [f it were deposited with the Apricni-
tural Bank the (lovernment would have the
nse of the money, that is to say, the Agri-
cultnral Bank would have it to lend out
again, It would wever happen that it would
alt e ealled ont at once. A great deal of
the money possessed by the farmers who
are dealing  with the Agricnltoral Bank,
and which to-day is left on current account
with the private hanks, should be available
10 the Apricultural Bank. At the present
time the Government take all the risk of
- establishing  new  settlers on  the land
throngh the Agriewdtural Bank., We put
men on the land with very little eapital,
lend them monev on the full value of their
improvements as they effeet them, and these

loans  are made at a  time when very
little rent ir paid on  the agrieultural
properties,  when  their  full valne lhas
not heen  properly established, and the
State takes the whole risk in the matter.

Later on that settler gets on in the world,
His preperty is fenced and eleared, water is
provided and it hecomes a good sccurity te
any institution frowm whowm that scttler may
borrow money. The Agricultural Bink say
to him, ““We have lent you £1,000. You
have to keep the whole of that loan out,
vyou have to pay us interest an the meney for
the whole 12 months or you cannot vemain
on our hooks at all. Tf you have a good sum
~from your property this year and repay it to
us at all, it is repaid altogether and yen ean-
not got it out again except by the proecess of
making & fresh application for a new loan.’’
Tf the man were to pay in £500 whieh he had
got from his crop he could not get a fresh
toam up to that amount from the Agricul
torzl Bank except for the purpose of effect-
ing further Smprovements. He has, =ay,
£300 from his erop and possibly he does not
want to use more than £300 of it during the

year.  Why should hic net be permitted to
pay it into the Agricultural Bank and get a
remission of interest instead of paying it
inte a private bank at no inferest at all and
at the smme time pay the Agricultural Bank
the full rute of intercst?

The Minister for Works: He ean put it
inte the Savings Dank at 334 per cout.

Mr. JOUNSTON: Through the existing
policy of the Agrieulturnl Bank he is praeti-
cally compelled, once he gets on his foref,
to tale his aceount to n private institn-
tion. T o not sce why the Apgricultural
Bank shoull have ta earry all the poor
and  risky accounts, fdo all the work of
lielping the pioneer, and when that pioncer
gets on his feet compel him to hand over
iig profitalile business to a private institu-
tion. [ Dbelieve a scheme conld be evolvadl
under which, without increasing the present
liahility ul! the Agrienltural Bank, the
farmer could he permitted to leave part of
his overdraft, when he had the money, on
deposit with the Agricultural Baok, cven if
they di'l not allow him the full rate of in-
terest,  1f that were arranged the Agrienl-
tural Bank would have the benefit of the
‘money  for lending out in other direetions
until required by its owner. Darticularly
after harvest, the settler has a pood deal of
money and would like to be able to deposit
with the Agricultural Bank the surplus cash
ruther than leave it with o private institn-
tion where it is of no benefit to him at
all.  Apart from that, in view of the great
suecess achieved by the Commonwealth Bank
and of the sucress achieved by the Agrieul-
tural Dank, [ do not think the House would
ron any further risk in extending the sphere
of the usefulness of the Agrieultural Bank.
I do not share the view of the member for
SHussex that when the late Lord Forrest, in
making his speech in this Tlouse, laid down
Iis ideas, he meant those ideas to be like the
cast-irng  constitution of the Urited States,
something which eould not be altered. T he-
Yieve that that illustrious statesman, if he
were lere, woulld he quite pleased to know
tlat his siecessor of to-day was extending
amd tmproving the great institution which he
in the first place designed, rather than that
the views he expressed over twenty vears ago
shovld be regarded like Georpe Washington 's
charter of freedom, as almest immutable.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. T
Draper-—-West Perth) §9.33]:.7 cannot help
being strock by the omission from the several
speeches of any reference whatever to the in-
tevests of the public. Apparently it has not
ocencred to any hon, memher te consider
what is good for the publie. Yet it is the
public who would have to subseribe the capi-
nl neeessary to anv expansion in the opera-
tions of the bhank. Let me, hefore proeceding,
remove what appears to be a fallacy. Ref-
ercnce has been made to the suecess of the
Commonwealth Bank, No one seems to have
asked himself why the Commonwealth Bank
has succeedled. Yet it is very ohvious. The
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Commonwealth Bank has sweceeded becausc
it hag the credit of the Commonwealth be-
himl it, and also because it has power to
iszne hank-notes which are passed as so much
Lold.
Air.
|'.0\\'(‘1'.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That 1s so.
The Commonwealth in that has a power
which no otlier Bank in Australia esn now
exercise.  The gucecess of the Commonwealth
Bank depends on the power it has to isswe
uotes and on the fact that it has the credit
oi the Commonwealth behind it.  Moreover,
dnving the war period it had a very great
advantave over other banks. These are the
ren-tma for the phenomenal success of the
Commonwealth Bank. What many hon. mcm-
heig do not secmn to reeognise is that the
Apricultuenl Hank was established for the
pnrpose of developing the lands of the State,
aml also because the ordinary banks would
ot make advances on unimproved country,
Lot reparding it as sefficient security. The
State took the risk, and went even further,
in that the advances wade by the State tvere
repayable over n period of 30 years. As long
a~ the borrower paid his interest and, after
the first period of five years, paid back in-
 stalments regulated so as to cover the whole
of the loan at the end of 25 years, he was
perfectly safe against having his money
called up. The Agricultural Bank has not
its capital at call, as other banks have, If
the Agrieniturai Bank has to carry out the
functions of an ordinary bank its ecapital
will have to bhe increased enormously, and the
stability of the bank will be very seriously
interfered  with, ITon. members recognise
that the Agricaltural Bank could not really
he made to take on the functions of the or-
dinary bank. One hon. momber suggested
that the fuarmers should be allowed credit
fur money lodued, in the same wity as moneys
i credit in an ordinary bank. ‘That lhon,

Grifliths:  And a monopoly of that

wember forrets that if the Agricultoral Bank

i* to be allowed to carry on business in the
same way as an ordinary bank, the Agricul-
taral Bank wust have power to call in its
money in exactly ‘the same way as the private
hank, The two institutions are quite dif-
ferent. [ ambmit that if the motion were
earried and put into effeet hy legislation it
would result in diraster; in faet, no Govern-
ment with any sense of responsibility would
wilertake to carrey out the suggestion made,
on., members must keep in mind the totally
different  eircwwstances  uuder  which  the
Acricultural Bank is_ financed and under
which an ordinary bank is finaneed.

Mr. HTCKMOTT (Pingelly) [940): Tt
lind been pointed out on hoth sidez of the
1lovge that it would ke an advantage if an
alteration eonld he made in the methoda of
the Aerieultural Bank so az to allow it to
olorate in the same way as ordinary banks.
When first T eame to Western Australia the
uscfulness of the Agrienltural Bank wag held
np to me as one of the great advantaTes
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open to the agriculturist in this State. At
that time there was a bit of a boom in land
business in Western Australia, amd a number
oi the assogiated banks were lemding nouvey
very freely. [ arvived bere as a stranger,
and the banks were aetundly chasing me to
give me anything 1 wanted. T think the fact
of the asroeinted hiunks offering money so
freely at that time was the downfall of a
great many settlers in Western Australia;
for they left the Agricultural Bank and went
where they could get more money than the
Agricultural Bank would lend them, and in
the end they pot in far too decp. I1f the
Agricultural Bank were to be allowed to deal
with peopte as the ehartered banks have done,
many of the scttlers would still want more
andl would pet so deeply into debt —if the
Bank would allow them—that it might prove
their dewniall also, Sonie person from Heot-
land went to England a leng time age and
tokl the people in Enslond i they were
afowed to open a hank he would finance
them, T bhelieve that was the start of the
bank of Ensland. The same proecilure was
adanted in the Tnited States. Tustead of
sending gold ont of the country, as we do
now, they kept their gold, and by opening
& Dbank of their own the money was ciren-
Iatedd in and out and they had plenty with
which to finanee their requirements, 1t woull
he o good fhing if something of the kind
were done here fo assist the peovie further
than they are alrcady bheing asaisted. [
support the motion,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning—in reply} [9-47]:
I am surprised at the attitude adopted by the
member for fussox (Mr. Pickering), That hon.
member has frequently stated that ho is speaking
on behalf of the Country party, snd yet & moticn
dircetly affeoting the primary prodacers is
opposed by him. The hon. member is probably
right in holding the opinions he does, if he is
sincera.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Hardly any of his constituents
are getting advances now, and they would be
orowded out altogether under your proposal.

Mr. THOMSON : T think there would bo more
money available. To show that the motion is
not an innovation and that it is up to date,
and that the same trend of thought is in the
minds of other people, I will quote an article
which appeared in the * West Australian™
recently under the heading of * Apricultural
Industry ; a Financial Suggestion,” Tt is ns

* follows :- -

Sydney, October 5.--Giving evidenee before
the Rpecial Parliamentary Committes which is
investipating the question of imnroving the
ogrionltural industry, Professor R. F. Irvine,
who occunies the Chair of Economics at the
Sydney University, pointed out to-day that
restricted credit was crippling the primary
industries, and that unless a system of ex-
tensive rural credit was pstablished we were
in danger of reaching o orisis in ¢onnection
with agriculture. This might come within
the next two ot three vears. The witness
recommended the formation of a Farmers’
Co-oporative Credit Association on the mukual
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principle which would form the basis of the
operation of what might be termed Farm
Land BRanks. Farmers would be enabled to
obtain loans by giving mortgages to these
asgociations which would have the districts
bank standing behind them, He also recom-
mended the establisbment of & National Rural
Bank which the Government could finance
primarily up to two million pounds.

Mr. 0'Loghlen : The restricted credit in 1910
raved scores of our sottlers.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know if the hon.
member is speaking from experience,

Mr. O'Loghlen: T am. 1 can give you the
namer of the farmers.

Mr. THOMSON: Here is evidence of an
endeavour to broaden the principles of one of
the hest institutions in Australia, namely the
Agrioultural Bank of Western Australis. I am
only endeavouring to bring it up to the require-
ments of the people. VWhen Lord Forrest first
established the Agricultural Bank it was ocon-
sidered that he was too liberal and was taking
too great a risk. The idea of lendinz money
up to 80 per cent. on the improvements of our
agrioultural lands was thought to he dangerous.
The fact that the amount was jncreased to 100
per cent. is probably ons of the reasons why we
hear it so frequently said in the House that
the farmers have been spoonfed. T would
remind hon. members that the Labour Govern-
ment wnder the leadership of the present Minister
for Mincy, hrought in an amendment to inerease
the amount from £500 to £2,000.

The Premier: That was not so.

Mr. THOMSON : The Act provides that at
no time shall the advance to any one person
exoced. the sum of £500.

The Premier: That was years ago.

Mr. THOMSON : T wish to show the advance-
ment which has taken place. At first £500 was
the maximum, but to-day the Apricultural
trustees consitler that they can with safety
advance the sum of £2,000.

Mr. Troy: Did not Parliament pass a Bill
jnerensing the nrmount of advanes ¥

Mr. THOMSON: That is s0. I have just
given credit to the Labour administration for
this amendment.

The Premier : Not from £500. .

Mr. THOMSON : Tt was increased to £2,0
from £500.

The Premier : Over a period of yeors.

Mr. THOMSON : Taking into econsideration
the advancement in our agricultural industry"
and the increase of the advance from the Agri-
cultural Bank to £2,000, it is clear that the
motion s not & dangerous innovation. The
membher for Sussex said he had no knowledge
of any desire on the part of the farmers for this
advance. The motion, I wonld point out,
emonated from a branch of the farmers and
settlers in my district. The question was dis-
cussed at the district council on which were
represented 17 different branches. When an
hon. member soys this is not desired by the
farming community he is speaking without
koowledge.

i The Premier: T have not heard much about
it.
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Mr. THOMSON : 1 hope to be able to persuado
the House to accent this motion. Tf it is not
carried I do not think it will be long before
we see the Agricultural Bank liberalised in the
direction I have indicated. The member for
Canning was opposed to the motion and said
that no ordinary bank knows its commitmenta.
Under the Constitution of the Agrioultural
Bank it does know the amount of money involved
‘in its operations. He went on to say that the
trouble was that the farmers were too prosperous.
T wish, that the greatest trouble we had to face
in this country was that the [nrming communiby
were so prosperous that they did not need the
Agvicultural Bank. He also said that when the
farmers beeame prosperous they were anvious
to pay off the Agricultural Bank so that they
might trade with the chartered banks. That is
not so. The men who are desirous of having
this priviloze oxtended to them are men who
probably have a considerable amount of property.
I would quote the case of the man who brought
this very question forward at the meeting I
have spoken of. He has property estimated to
be worth £3,000 and has a loan from the Agri-
cultural Bank of £900. He has not sufficient
eapital to carry on and pay for his goods as he
requires them. If he was in & position to pay
gash, he could claim 2} per cent. discount om
his superphosphates. Unfortunately, he cannot
poy oash for his fertiliser, He has to give &
three months bill, lose the 2} per cent. dissount,
and pay 10 per cent. on the hill. T he is not
able to pay up in three months he has to pay
compound interest on the money outstanding.
By the time the farmer is in & position to pay
for his superphosphates it has probably cost
him 15 per cent. more than it should do. If he
could purchase his ordinary stores he could
obtain the 2} per cent. discount, and if he were
in & position to buy his machinery parts out-
right he could effeot a considerable saving.
It is gratifying to kmow that the Agrioultural
Bank is administered at the rate of 1% per cent.

The Premier : That is the margin now on the
last money.

Mr. THOMSON : If the investments of the
State Government were showing as good returns
as the investments of the Agricultural Bank,
there would be no four million pounds deficit.

Mr. Davies: At one-half per cent. intereat
margin ?

Mr. THOMSON : It is not all at a one-half
per cent. margin, The securities of the hank
are worth more than the money at stake.

Mr. Smith: What about the 8300 ahandoned
farms ?

Mr. THOMSON : Most of these will be taken
up with but little loss to the Agricultural Baak.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: They will have to write off
a lot.

Mr. THOMSON : Is there any business man
who has not to write off o certain pereentage for
bad debts ? Taking into consideration the whole
of the advances of the Agricultural bBank, [
maintain that this institution is not in a worse
position than any other financial institution
in the State.

Mr. Teesdale: De you think that if 30 per
cent. of the abandoned farms were written off
it would cover the lot.?

Mr., THOMSON : Nothing like that number
will heve to be written off.



1416

Mr, Johnston: Most of them are roselected
alrondy.

Mr. Teesdale: On what terms ?

Mr. THOMSON : I can sssure hon. members
that settlers have no desire to leave the Agrieul.
tural Bank. In 1012 the private banks ap.
parently had a surplua of money and they were
anxions to let it out on good, security, They
went to the farmers and suggested that they

should go on developing land and offered to*

provide the mioney. The Agrioultural Bank
willingly reloased the farmers. A great many
of these settlers are sorry they ever left the
Agricultural Bank. That institution has never
been known to push a man off his farm. They
Zave every assistance and saw them through,
As member for Katanning, T have had occasion
tio interview the bank authorities and thev have
alwaya given the farmer & feir deal. That is
more than can be said for a great many of the
- private banks. That is the reason why the
farmers in my district are desirous of retaining
their connection with the Agricultural Bank.
Ts it o reasonable proposition that the State
chall say to a farmer: “ Here is virgin land ;
we will advance you money, and earry you on
until you besome practically settled and self-
supporting.”
stage should the State say : ¥ We will not aasist
vou further ; you must go to the private banks ;
they will probably squeeze you should troublous
times arise " The Premier has said that he
would not give effect to the motion if it were
carried.

The Premier: No, I eaid T eould not give
effest to it.

Mr. THOMSON : 1 believe that the Premier,
if bo remains long enough in the position he
cooupies, will see the wisdom and justice in the
arguments I have advanced. If the Premier
is desirons of having the fact brought nnder his
notice that there is such & necessity, when tho
House meets after the next election, plenty of
evidence can be produced to that affect. Evi-
dence will be easily forthecoming that the farming
community are desitous of having the privileges
of an ordinary banking institution applied to the
Agrioultnral Bank. The Attorney General stated
that the Commonwealth Bank naturally must be
succesaful because it had the Commonwealth
behind it. For my part, T say the Agricultural
Boank has been successful because it has had
the State behind it and because it has pursued
s polioy of opening up our country. Hundreds
of farmers are sucoessful purely owing to the
eplendid terms and assistance received from the
Agrioultural Bank. -

Question put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes o 10
Noes L. 20
Majority against 10
AYES.
Mr., Grifiths Mr. Thomsen
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnsten Mr.  Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. 0'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teller)
Mr. Maley

Then when they get to that °
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Nous.
Mr. Angelo I Mr. Mullany
Mr. Angwin H Mr. Roblnson
Mr. Broun f Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Chessan l Mr. Smith
Mr. Davles Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Draper ' Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Duft ’ Mr. Underwood
Mr. Foley Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Pickering
Mr. Hudson (Triter}
Mr, Miichell

Motion thus negoatived.

MOTION—ELECTRICITY, TIDAL
GENERATION.

Dobate resumed from 22nd September on the
followinz motion by Mr. Underwood :—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that tho Federal Government should
offer a substantial reward for the invention
of a successful racthod of generating electricity
by tides, and that the Government make repre-
sentations to the Federal Government oc-
cordingly.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [10:10]: When
the miember for Pilbara moved this motion, some
members of the House wera scentical as to either
his sincerity or the feasibleness of the proposition.
Personally T have no doubt about either. The
memher for Pilbara has noticed in the North-
Waeast the natural phenomen of the huge rise and
fall of the tides. Tn his own min-, he has thought
that that buge rise and fall could be harnessed in
aome way to produce electrical power. Up to
the present time, the idea has been favoured
by manv stientiets but no actual effective re-
search has been carried out. In a recent publi-
oation of * Seience and Industry,” I noticed
a very interesting nrticle dealing with this subjeot.
1% Iargely supports the views that have been so
admirably and ably put forward by the member
for Pilbara.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines: That is only copied
from another journal: it is not original.

Mr. Lambert : It does not lessen its value.

The Minister for Mines: It was taken from
‘' Nature.”

Mr. RORINSON: All the same, the Ans-
tralisn Institute of Science and Industry would
not publish a full.sired illustrated article on
thia subjeot if it were not one proper to publish
and one well within the realm, not of practioal
politica, but of practioal economies,

The Minister for Mines: Who was on that
board to say whether it was or not ?

Mr. Teesdala: Stirling Taylor.

Mr. ROBINSON : No, he is not. Such men
as Mr. G. D. Delprat, Mr. Russell Grimwade, Mr.
Piddington. Profeasor Douglas Stewart, and
Professor Watt are on the Executive Committee.

The Minister for Mines: T do not think any
one of them knows anything about the generation
of eleotricity.

Mr. RORINSON : What I want to show ia
that the view put forward to this Chamber by
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the member for Pilbara is shared by scientists
in other parta of the world, as set out in this
artiele. Tt is natural in such places, where much
a larpe tidal movement takes place, that efforts
should he mado to harness the power in the tides.
An instance is given to show that ab Chepstow the
range was 42ft. at spring tide and 21ft. at neap
tide, The marimnm ecurrents at St. Malo in
France, were 42-5ft. at spring tide and 18ft.
at neap tide. The member for Pilbara tells me
that tho ranre at Vempi Sound in 36ft., very
much approvimating that of the Severn. The
tida! range in the Deo is 26ft. at sprinv, while
the mean ranre of spring tides around the const
of Creat Pritain is 16-4ft., and of neap tides
8-6ft. o the tide at Yampi Sound ix well within
the running of the larper tides T refer to. This
article =ets forth five different schemes of tidal
power which have been suppested from tima
to time and which are very clenrly illustrated.
Thev have heer serutinised and compared. The
author of this article says—

Owing to the relatively large varintions in
workinT head in any simple scheme, anrd to
the small working heads, the desiom of hydraulic
turhines canable of giving constant speed
with reasonahle effciencies, and of moderately
hirh speeds of rotation, is & matter of con-
siderable diffculty. Modern developments,
hawever, promise much hetter results in hoth
these respects than would bave appeared
possible only a few years ago, and turbines
are in evistence which are eapable of operating
under a variation of head equal to 50 per eent.
on each side of the mean, with effeiencies which
do not fall below 70 per cent. over this range,
end with reasonably high speeds of rotation
under the heads available. Even with such
turhines, the number of technical problems
to be solved before a tidal scheme of any
macnitude ¢an be embarked wponr with con-
fidence is large. The questions of sinzle versua
double-way operation, of storage, of the effeot
of sudden changes of water.level due to strong
winds, of wave effects, of silting in the tidal
basin, and of ssour on the down-stream side
of the sluices, of the best form of turbhine and
of generstor, and of their regulation and of
that of the sluice-gates, are probably the
most important, though not the only, subjects
to comsider. On the other hand, the pos
gibilities of tidal power, if it can be developed
commercislly, are very great. Assuming a
mean tidal range of only 20ft. at aprinzs, and
10ft. at neaps, and adopting the sinale.basin
method of development with operation on
both tising and falling tides, each square mile
of basin area would be capable, without storage,
of giving an average daily output of ap
proximately 110,000 horse-power-hours. Insuch
an cstuary as the Severn, where an arvea of
20 gquare miles could readily be utilised with
a gpring tidal range of 42 fect, the average
daily output, without storage, would be
approximately 10,000,000 horse-power-hours.-
At the present time it is diffenlt to obtain an
even rough estimate of the total gost of such
a roheme, owing to the uncertainty regarding
many of the factora involved. The whole
question would appear to merit investigation,
especially on matters of detail, by a technical
committee with funds available for experi-
montal work. As a result of such an investi-
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gation, it is at least possible that a definite
working scheme could be formulated capable
of generating power at a cost at Jeast as gmall
ea and possibly much smaller than thet of
power generated from any coal-fired installa-
tion.

The member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) is
only asking that we shoull agree to a motion
that it is desirable that the Federal Government,
should offer & substantial reward for the inven-
tion of a suocessful method of generating elec-
tricity by tides, and that the State Uovernment
should mnke representations to the Foderal
Government accordingly. I have pleasure in
supporting the hon. member in his objest, and
I think the evidente I have quoted shows that
there are other people who have considered the
matter and that although no one at, the presont
time can gay whether it can be brought to a
successful conolusion, the whole subject is so
important that it is well worth the eonsideration
which it is suggested should be given to it.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [10-1D]): T move -
Thet the debate be adjournerl.
Motion put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR MINEH (Hon. J.
Poaddan- -Albany) [10:20]: I suppose no hon.
member has any real objection to inquiry being
made into any subject likely to be bene! sial,
whether to Wastern Australia or to the Corno.
monwealth generally. Nobody of course would
objeot to an inquiry which might lead to the use
of our tides or aven of the sun's rays for tho sup-
plying of heat and power. But the member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson) touched upon the
point which I think is the weakness in the motion.
The State ia sovereign in its own realm and, if
we oro desirous of doing something, we can go
ahead and do it. I do not see why this (lovern-
ment should be asked to sulmit a proposition
to the Federal anthority when, as the member
for Canning has pointed out, we have the Com-
monweelth Tnstitute of Science and Industry,
which has seen fit to publish an article dealing
with the question of the harnessing of tides for
tho purpose of generating eleotricity. I should
think that Dbody would be better even than
this Parliament for approaching the Iedoral
Government in the manner suggested. I ssked
the hon. member, when he was quoting from the
article, which of the members of the Institute
of Fcienoe and Industrics were in & position
to express an opinion as to whether the contents
of that article were of as much value as
the hon. member would lead us to believe.
The hon. member quoted the names of quite »
number. I do nobt know any of those gentlemen
very well, but T am not sure that Mr. Piddington,
one of those mentioned, is an electrieal ongincer
or even a civil engineer ; as a mabter of faot
he is a K.C. And, after all, this article was only
culled from another publication, is a reprint
from “ Nature,” and was probabiy contributed
to ‘' Neture” by a gentleman--—

Mr. Robinson: Obviously an engineer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. But
my point is that if the Institute of Scienco and
Industry, which is essentially a Commonwenlth
body appointed by the Commonwenlth {lovern-
ment and operating at the expense of the Com-
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monwealth Covernment and under divections to
submit proposals to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the advancement of science, if it
considers it worth while taking up the subject to
the extent of publishing sa article in the journal,
then surely thet, and not this Parliament, is the
proper body to submit to the Commonwealth
Government the proposal that a reward be given
for an invention for harnessing the tides.

Mr. Johnston: But a resolution from this
Parliament would probably be torwarded to
that body, and so the thing would be set in
motion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 admit
that if we ean find means of harnessing tides
for the purposze of generating electricity it
woulll be a forward step of tremendous value;
beeause our’ eoalficlds eannot Ia<t for ever,
and I suppose in this, a8 in other matters,
Nature i8 providing meauns by which we can
overcome our difficnlties when eoal and other
commodities vsed for the generating of heat
and energy become exhausted.

Mr. Robinson:
iron deposits,

And also for treating those

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That, of
course, is the important point. But 1 do not
think the hon. member wonld  suggest,

uptil such time as it had a fair trial, which
would mean probably very heavy expeuse,
that a2 commumity such as ours in Aus-
tralin could undertake to establish hy way
of experiment the harnessing of the tides
in the North-West for the purpose of treat-
ing these iren depsits.  FEven if the Com-
monwealth Government were to offer the pro-
posed reward, there are not many in this
Chamber who would be likely to sce the re-
duction of that iron ore at Yampi Sound
by these means. As a matter of faet this is
no new thing. We have files in the depart-
ment  eontaining  all sorts  of  proposi-
tions, rome from the very clectorate
represented by  my  friend  the  mem-
ber for Canning. They all say in effeet,
**1 have thought out a scheme by means of
which we can harness the tides, if only the
Government will do what T want them  to
do.’” I am afraid that if the motion were
carried my time for the next few nonths
would be very busy.

Mr. Robinson: But we do
that you should do it.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No, but
all these inventors would be coming to my
department with their proposals. The trouble
is that no motion carried here will make any
advancement . in science or engineering, be
eange if we lanck anything at all in Parlia-
wment it is engineera. T say that in its broadest
possible sense. We have in Parliament no
engineers of any type whatever. I have in
my hand a paper contributed by Mr. T. A,
Archibald, on a tidal power secheme to be
ntilised in the marsh areas of Western Aus-
tralia. This is dated July, 1908,

Mr. Jones: Where are the marsh
in Western Australia®

uot  snggest

areas

(ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
plenty of them in the North-West, 1 huave
read this article, and T find it equally as
interesting as that read by the member for
Cauning.  But the diffieulty about it is that
it is only on paper. Up to date we have had
np practical results from the harnessing of
tides, and until such time as we do get prac-
ticul results, 1 am afraid the Commonwealth
Government wili not undertake the respon-
sibility of financing the engincers while they
make o test of this nature.  Not even the
member for Pilbara wonld suggest that they
should adopt such a course, But 1 cannot
see how any persen whe may have the ideas
is likely to be able to put them into opera-
tion without the nevessary financial backing.
While coal is nvailable for producing heat and
energy, capital is not going to be found to
put this experiment to the test. The mem-
ber for Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert) pointed
out that we are not to-day utilising every
thing that Nature has made available to ws,
simply because in some instances we can pro-
vide all that we require by a cheaper or
easier method.  But in time, as one means
cuts out, we take up another. For instance, if
all the companies that have mangancse de-
posits were to take out nll their ore at onee,
there would he some difficulty before very long.
Thug, Nature might be storing up for us
means  whereby we shall be able to make
goml the losses necruing  through taking
from the ground coal and oil which cannot
he replaced, and through wsing up other en-
ergy and power; she might be providing en-
gy in the rise and fall of tides which
energy might some day be harnessed, This,
however, is to far from the realm of practieal
politics that [ am doubtful whether it is not
woing o bit too far to suggest that we, who
have given little study to the question,
should hy carrying tlie motion ask the State
Govermment to seriously submit this proposal
to the Federal Government. I know that the
member for Pilbarn is keem on harnessing
the tides of the North-Wost in puarticular for
the purpose of treating the iron ore at
Yampi Sound, but T am hopeful that we
shall find a quicker method of treating that
ore. I believe we have not yet failed in onr
offorts tn generate oleetricity cheaply enough
by other methods, subjeet of course to dis-
covering wmeans for using the eleetricity on
an economic hasis, to smelt the erude iron
ore. This, 1 think, is an casier problem than
that of harnessing the tides. -We are mak-
ing progress along the lines of employing
clectric furnaces to trent the erude iron ore,
but we are making no progress in the diree-
tion of obtaining electrical energy by har-
nessing the tides. Shonld not we, therefore,
follow the line on which progress has been
made, rather than forsake it and devote at-
tention to this other proposalt Would it be
wise to carry even a pious resolution asking
the Government of the State to do something
which has not received the full and proper
consideration of the Housef¥ If we ap-
proached the Federal Government in the mat-
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ter, we would probably be told that they had
catablished an [nstitute of Science eomposed
of men representing the best braing of Aus-
tralia who had gone into the question, and
that when thwse men recommended the offer-
ing of n reward, it would be considered. On
what pgrounds eouldl the State Government
approach the Federal Government? The
members of the Tustitute of Science and the
federal Govermment know that there is a big
rise amd fall in the tides of the North-West,
and we shull not make any headway by
merely earveving this motion. Tt would be
Tar better it we directed our efforts to work
ateng the liue where there seems a possibility
of ecarly sneeess, rather than do something
whieh is not likely to give any real results
Prubably in eur generation.

On wotion by M,
Journed.

Angelo  debate  ad-

[The Speaker resumed fhe Chair.]

MOTION—RETIREMENT OF T, J:
O’NEILL.
To inquire by Seloct Committec.

Debate resumed from 22ud September, on
the following motion by Mr, Smith—

That a sclect committec be appointed
te inquire into the circumstances sur-
rounding the compulgory retirement of
Mr. .T. J. O'Neill from the position of
acting land resumption officer,

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [10.33]: | rise
with n great deal of difidence to speak on
this motion, because [ renlise that, if every
officer of the State serviee whe is dismissed
ecould bring sufficient influence to bear to
get his care re-opened, it would have far-
reaching cffecta. But there are reasons
which require n few worda from me on this
suhjeet. | have known Mr. O’'Neill for a
great many years. During the time that a
number of railway and other public works
were being coustructed in the Great South-
orn districts, T had a good deal tv do with
him. T well remember that, in the course
of ageveral transactions one fairly large
amount, nearly £1,000, was involved, and
the diserepancy between the price asked by
the seller and the price offered by Mr.
0O’Neill as represeuting the Government,
eruged me to step in and endeavour to
ascertain the reason which actuated Mr,
O’Neill in valuing this partieular property
at the price he did. After considerable dis-
cussion and many interviews I went to the
Minister contrelling the department, and
told him that in my opinion the officcr was
endsavouring to beat down to too low a
figure the person whose property had been
compulsorily taken by the Government.
"Fhe Minister told me that he had imnplicit
vonfidenee in Mr, O'Neill, and that he could
not assist me¢ in any way if T eonld not
induee Mr. O'Neill to agree to the figure
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which the seller asked., After several days
finality was reached. I well remember the
interview on the day on which Lhe deal was
closed, Mr. O'Neill said to me, ‘“The priee,
iy £900; that is the best price we can offer
your client,”’ T said '‘T do not think he
will take that.”? Mpr. O’Netll said, “iIt is
cqual at all events to £340.° 1 said, *‘ ITow
do you make that out?’’ He replied, *¢If
he had to put it into the hands of an agent
for sale, there woulld have been at least £40
commission to pay.’’ 1 said, **But you are
not claiming that commission,”™ He said
“Yes, T am claimigg it on behalf of the
Government. '’

The Premier: What! on resumed land?

Mr. STUBBS:; Yes, e said, ‘T ¢laim to
have the right to bring the price down-to
that which the seller would have received
if he had placed it in the hands of an agent,
bevanse he would liave had to pay an agent
commission.”’ This explaing the sole reason
T have for speaking to-night, I am not here
to defend Mr. O'Yeill in any aliape or form.
1f he was guilty of the offence and com-
mitted the error of juwlgment of which in
the opinion of the board he was guilty, he
was doubtless deserving of dismissal, To
my mind, however, there is a doubt, and
having known Mr. ’Neill for a number
of vears as an honourable and upright man,
1 would be wanting in my duty if, knowing
there is a doubt, I did not endeavour to get
a rehearing of his ease, so that all doubt
might be cleared up.

The Minister for Mines:
tribunala should a man have?
point,

Mr, 8TUBBS: One of the first prineciples
of British justiee is that when & man hus
been tried by a certain judge or person and
found puilty, the same judge or person
should not sit to hear the appeal. That
is one of the reasons why T am endea-
vouring to-night to induce the House to
agree to an amendment of this motion, to the
effect that in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that a Royal Commission should in.
quire into this case., That would be the best
thing that could happen to clear up the doubt
in my mind 28 to the finding against Mr.
0O'Neill. T thercfore move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘gelect commmittee’’ be
struck ont, and ‘‘in the opinion of this
House it is desirable that a Reyal Com-
misgion should’’ be inserted in licu.

Amendment put and passed.

How many
That is the

Qnestion as amended agreed to, -

BILL—RATLWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD.
Message.

Mesaage from the Governor reesived and
read recommending the Bill,
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MINTSTERIAL STATEMENT—WHEAT
GUARANTEES.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham} [10.45]: With the perinission of the
House T should like to make a statement on
the subjeet of wheat guarantees. T know
that this question is exereising the mind of
many pecple of this State, and I shonld Tike
to let the House and the public know as carly
as possible what is being done with regard
to the payments on the guarvantee of 5s. a
Imshel made against the wheat to be har-
vested in a few mionths. Arrangements have
been completed for the.payment of 2s. 6d.
on pregentation of certificates, in other words
upon delivery of the wheat to the pool. A
further 2s. 6d., completing the 5a. guarantee,
ia to he paid on the 30th April next.

Hon, W. . Angwin: That is worse thon
was the ease last year.

The PREMTER: That is so. T regret
that the 5s. is not to be paid as was the case
last year upon delivery to the pool, bat this
is better than any advice we have hitherto
Imab, 1t does mean that the farmer will know
when he is to get his mouey. I hope this
will he improveidl upon, The priee to he
charged for wheat for local eonsumption in
the States, other than this State, is to be
fs. o bushel from the 1st January to the
A1st Decomber of next year. This State is
no party to that agreement, and the matter
will not he congidercd by the Government
until the return of the Honorary Minister,
who will bring baek with him the agreement
that has been entered upon, together with
full information as to the world’s marketa.
We are not concerned in this arrangement,

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: 1 see from the
‘Y Australasian’’ that they ean get American
wheat in London for 10s. and 103, 2d. a
hushel,

House adjourned at 10.47 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Thursday. #th November, 7020
Qumtlom Nurscs Government hospitala—{1} In
agses jn salatics ; (2) Rallway fares ... 1440
“'hl:nt. tllvldends tevy 'for Elevators C. 1440
Bill: Publie Service Appml Board, Con. ... 1441

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., anl read prayers.

[COUNCIL.)

QUESTTONS (2)—NURSES, GOVERN-
MENT HOSPITALS.

fuereases in Salaries.

Hon. A. 1. PANTON asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Tlave the nurses in ov-
erment hospitals signed a round-robin ap-
plication for an increase in salary? 2, Have
the Government considered the appliration?
#, If so, what action has been taken?

The MINISTER I'"0OR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter has been nnder
vonsideration by the Department concerned,
which, after making full inquiry, is on the
point of forwarding a recommendation to the

Minister., 3, Answered by No. 2.
Railway Fares.
Mon. A. . PANTON asked the Minister

for Kdueation: 1, Is it a fact that nurses on
finishing their training in the Kalgoorlie
Government hospital have now to pay their
fares back to their homes? 2, Tf so, will the
Government tuke steps to revert to the former
practive of paying the fares of these nuraes?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. The system is that probationer
nurses sign on with the Medieal Department
for four years. Tor the first three years they
receive the relatively low salaries paid to pro-
hatieners, and they do their training at
Woorelos and Kalgoorliec, When going on
annual lenve cach receives a railway boliday
pass. During the fourth year, nurses are
paid the full salary of staff nurses (£72 per
annum), and their services arc utilised at the
amaller (-overnmont hospitals. In regpect of
their fourth years' leave no free rail pass is
isgued, because they rank as and are paid as
staff nurses, and reecive the same privilages
ns staff nurses, which do not include a free
holidiny pass. 2, Formerly fourth year pro-
bationers received £48 per annum and o free
railway bpass when geing on annual leave.
This practice continned until recently, when
it was reviewed, and the issue of free rail-
way passes eeased for the reasons set aut in
the answer to Question No. 1.

QUESTION—WHEAT DIVIDEXND.
Levy for Elevators Company.

Hon. .JJ. DUFFELL (for Mon. A. Sander-
son) asked the Ainister for Edueation: 1,
Have the Western Auvstralian Wheat Mar-
keting Cemmittee reeeived any objection
from farmers to a levy out of the wheat
divilends for the henefit of the West Aus-
tralian Graingrowers' Ce-operative Eleva-
tors, Limited? 2, Tf so, what objections are
advanced against the levy?

The MINISTER FOR EKEDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Various. With regard to
(2) the ohjections include—{a) Shares in
the company have heen eancelled; (b) orig-
inal applicationa for shares are alleged to
have heen made in error; or (e} have been
withdrawn owing to inahility to pary; er (d)
tnvolve other persons without their aunthority.



